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PERSPECTIVES ON SEX AND GENDER: . 
Proceedirigs of a Multidisciplinary Conference 


Introduction 


The papers ip this volume cite contpendiaiin of the pre 
SeTAEHODS Of a TOup Ob settolars who were i iled: te aa 
“Perspectives on Sex and Genders A] Miudtidiser 

plinary Conterence’’ at. Teachers Colleeg. Cohimbia 
Universtiy, om Mia 19s F977 This conference: was spon 
sored by the General Assistance Center an Path Pde 


dress 


Honal Opportnmiey, the PRIC Clearinghouse on tirbaa 
Pdltlowtion. und) the Ensuture for Urban and Minority 
Pdueation, : . . 


The, speakers were Kdmund Gordon, Richwud March 
Hoe Protessor of Psychology and Pducation in the De 
partarent of Apphed Munnin Development and Giiidance, 
Poachers College, Professor of Pediatrie Psychology atthe 
College of Physicians and Surgeons, Columbia Univer STEN, 
and Pvecutive Direetor of the Institute ter Uirban and 
Minority Education; Ann Lieberman, Associate Protessor 
in the Department of Currteulum and Peaching, Peachars 
College, and Associate Director of the Horace Mann: 
Lingoln Institute at Peaches © ollege: “Robert Brannon, 
Assptaat Professor ino the Department of Psychology, 
MHrooklyn © ollege, City University of New York: Maxine 
Greene, Professor of Philosopliv and 
William F. Russell Professor in the Foundations of Educa 
ton, Peachers College, apd Director of the Lincoln Cen- 
ter-Peaehers College Project in the Arts sand Mumuanities: 
Maria New, Division Head of Pediatric Pndocrinoloyy, 
Department of Pediatrics, New York Hospitat-Cornell 
Medical Center, Director of their Pediatric Chnical Re- 
search Center, and Astant Director of the Clinical Re- 
search Center: Elizabeth Hagen, Professor of Psychology 
and Education and Directog of the Division of Health 
pervices, Suiences and Education, Feachers Colleve: and 
Patrick Lee, Associate Professor of Education in the Pro- 
gram in Barly Childhood Education, Teachers College. 

The main focus of the day was to increase the par- 
lcipants’ awareness of the problems of sex aud gender and 
their implications for education. A brief summary of each 
paper follows. . 

Edmund Gordon's *‘tntroductory Remarks" presents a 
historical perspective on the sociopolitical implications ef 
sex and gender. The classification of womem as a low- 
status minority group and the resultant inequities and con- 
flicts are discussed in light of some of the attitudinal 
yariables which affect them. Suggestions are made for. the 
onentation, of future research and service organizations 
sucht that attitudinal and policy changes may be effected. 


Annvi ieberman’ S paper, “Women and Soviety.”* pre- 
sents the history of women in the work force, their prob- 
lems and breakthroughs, and their prospects for the 
future. 
women It society has always been determined by men and 
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them needs, 


reley. le bennabe’? 


Phe results of SOE OF the Tes eehe Peportoal st eest areas 


OCCHPALOLONS ETE eH Thre sy 


to be addressed whieh’ wpe trem the conte nat children’s 
books to the numbertot wWonten hole fre st, us POSTON Tn 
public school ufninstn, ion 2 

The nest paper. Male Sex Role: Dectyrimrons, 
and Sources, os based oua i franscript of Robert Bran 
nen’s speeeh. Dro Branton presents vooraster of the 
Stereoty ped roles wlieh men have plrved in thes past and 
are portraved as phiving wa th® media. Ele shows chad te 
dav’s mae isin the ditticult postion of man without a 
model: the society tas chanmed and new ner ms ot behavior 
have not been establjshe dts apparent chet studies Of sen 
and vender problenf should pay more attention to the dit 
Dele establishment is facing as a resull 
of the changing role ot women, : 

Maxine Greene's Phe Eived World® addresses the role 
of women in hterature. She discusses femade writers, then 
Works and then problems, and also points out how dif 
ferently ah author, whether male ot female. handles a 
hetomne, beth Jn lite andan death. Greene emphasizes the 
mpettance of Individual pereeptions wnd of the need for 
women toomitke choices which are in dine with cde 
pereenved reahties in reir lived worlde She reminds ts that 
equity dees not preclude diversity and that literature mas 
provide a valuable resource for studying the subjective 
realiues it reflects. 

Maria New's paper, Ambiguous Sex in the Newborn,’ 
is the one presentation which ts rooted in hard science. 
New addresses the problem of ambiguous sex in the 
newborn, presenting the biological antecedents, the 
diagnostic procedures, and the appropriate 
tervention. The thrust ef her paper is the importance of 
early diagnosis stuce, with Proper medical attention, the 
child can grow up to be a normal-adult so long as he or she 
is correctly identified before-reaching eighteen months of 

ge. (After eighteen months psychological problems arise 
from the differente in sociahzation of boys and girls.) 5 

In "Sex Differences: Psychological Aspects,’ Elizabeth 
Hagen points out that the results reported in the hteratute 
are inconsistent and inconclusive for several reasons: (1) 
moét of the studies were not specifically designed to ex- 
amine sex differences, but the authors decided to repert 
results separately by sex; (2) the ee being used 
hate been designed to minimize male-female differences 
rather than identify them: and (3) ie Tesearchers are 
sometimes combining construtts and sometimes consider- 
mg them as a continuum where there is no evidence to sup- 
port doing so. She discusses several popular areas of sev- 
difference research and points out some of the reasons for 
the inconsistencies. A strong case is made for ihprovement 
in the methods, measurement and reporting ots sey- differ- 
enees research. : 7 
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Phe tinal paper iN Patne! bee's “Sochiltation tor Sev, 
Role Differentiation, i which Te exphuns the bast and 
need for “cultapal inventians’ to serve as dh ome unin 
perspective, ati goes ou to review some of the nyayer 
theories of sex role diffepentiation: (lO) psyche analyte 
theory, (2) social learning stheapye and) (4) eornitive 
developmental theory. Ergo this pomt he meutious the 
factors which should: be diken into considenttion mn the 
developmeht of 4 new theery of sex-role sockaleaitien 
which would encompasy'tthe hfe span and be sensitive to 
environmental influences and wudividial differences. One 
of his considerations which as evpecnally) relevant to those 
anférested im sex and: peuder differences is that any new 
(heery shotitd permit pharadismt in sex identity rather than 


continue the inglicat assiinptions of established theories 


fNatthere are only-twoe normal’ sex-roles. 


Fhe authors of. the papers presented in this volume have: 


edell made Suggestions for areis which need) further ex 
ae ae | 


: . ea Ps 


te, 


ploration; cach tas made a plea tor future researchers fo 
be more attentive it (asking the approprnite questiotys, 
(2) desimmnye studies Which with address the questions, (4) 
seleciny and oor developing instruments Which) avill elie 
the necessary data, GO dom approprnite dita analyses aid 
tepottiny pertinent results; and OS) giv enourh deta an 
reporting subpeet population and procedures so that thes 
are cleathy identitiable Numbers (i and (8) are espeenilly 
mmyportrnt tor Chose Who wash to replicate studies aie an 
ret sre the date presented. : 


hope that this ereng of arteles will provide te reader 
With ereater tisight mite the problems relative € sen an 
vender and, in addition, will mspie seme too turther 
thourht and actor in this anes 


lune Kallos 
Teachers © ollere 
Columban Univer sttye 
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The histors of moderit poetics has been. Mi fhe by 
Pecurreng cttonts. aul broadenme the ropul, ions te which 
speenil puvileve Is aystened, or better. at reduciiy thy 
populations who are deprived! of opportunities that others 
are afforded. Plas tread mn “the development. of human 
SOCTCHIES TS probably best mi irked by the recurrent efforts at 
the redistribunon-of wealthe the men ement thas been stow 
but consigtent in the piredien of broadening thosroup of 
persons who either wo wealth or at (eagt share ui the 
benefits of wealth through income, Although It fOesiet ex 
plain al vevoltitions, some of the ereat revolutions of 
bustory have had the redistribulion of wealth at cheit core. 

Phe second thrust bas been the effort at broddenty 
political participation, that is, 

Variety of persons who participate ins political decision 
making. Here we camge back to the carly efforts of tribal 
groups at elevating the elders of the community to pasi 
fons of power and decision-making, thus tempering the 
total autonomy of the chief: or to the major. political 
revolutions in history where the effort has been to enfran- 
chise a larger proportion of the population. In very recent 
periods political participation by women and latgr by 
blacks has been at the core of the struggles te broaden 
political participation in general, 

Similar trends can be seen in the effort to increase the 
number of persons who read and interpret the Scriptures. 
Infact, one Of the centraPissues involved in the Protestant 
Reformation was the right to read the Seriprures and to in- 
terpre&them for oneself, freeing persons from those inter- 
Pretationsythat were meted out to them by the clergy. This 


effort at increasing the body and number of literate per-. 


sons, persons who could read, was also stimulated by the 
expanding ,needs of indwstrializing societies for literate 
workers, that is, workers who could read directions ald 
participate ona minimal levet in the commerce-of the com- 
munity. These efforts were not, however. limited to the 
reading of the Scriptures or directions for limited travel, 
but came to. be expressed in increased demands for par- 
ticipation in public” policy determination, Thus, in the 
United States, a néw system of government based on 
almost universal participation in public policy determina- 
tion, that is, the participation of all property owners, 
originally, and Subsequently the participation by all 
cilizens, came to be the rule. Once these democratic force's 
had been set in motion, what we had were Increasing ef- 
forts at obtajning civil rights for all persons im the Society, 
and, -againy it was initially tor a males and later for 
women. When the Women’s Suffrage movement com- 
bined with the antiqlavery movement and the abolitionist 
movement, what we Were about was Obtaining civil rights 
for all people,.and, of course, expanding those rights to in- 
sure sr of the rights and liberties of women and * 
a ntimber of ethnic minorities in the society. 


in the most reeent years, that is from the mid-nineteen-— 
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Introductory Remarks 


Edmund W. Gordon 


increasing the number apd | 


‘privilege that meh 


titties, attention Most Heavily on tsi 
equal cirhts to ethineg minorifes, the riehts @t persons of 


Has focused 


— the dominant minouty ethic ereups tthe society, to. the 


usc ot public t 


job opportunities, Since the assertion of rivhts by one 


Syroup tends to straulate the SSSeTUOL? ot rights by others, 


facthtes, Co equal cducatron, and ‘ equal: 


What we have alse seen ta this ‘Levent petrod isa Veet OL: 


prolps asserting them cham tO be treated more hark by 
SOCHCEN byen More. recepthy, We have seen oa back ana 
forth shiftandthe priority given to each of these PLOUps, 
Attouton has recently been focuselh on the riehts of 
several specific eUlgig minorities, the rights of wathen, the 
Hivlts of persons PE lesy pial seN entificauons, the 


*riehts of nonyqindard: tnglish speakers and the rahtes of! 


the h: andicapped.. Since mModertr societies seeth tohay edit 
‘foul focusing cemprehensively on all related problems 
orever ona single Problem for any appreciable length of 
time, we seem to flip back and forth, giving priority to oue 
of these problems today and another ‘tomorrow. We 
sometimes find the categorical proponents of these issues 
competing. Some members of the black movement feel 
threatened by the women’s movement. Some members of 
the women’s movement feel threatened by the black move: 
nent, and either one may feel threatenedyby the growth of 
the gavimovement, and all of these are now worried about 
the movements of the handicapped and nonstandard: 
English-speaking groups: As we look cautiously over our 


shoulders atone another, the forces, that would do us albin 


are apphiuding our confNets and contimiing their exploita- 
tion of all these fow status groups. Obviously the strugele 
is not for the rights of women or blacks or Native 
Americans or handicapped persons; the struvele is for the 
protection of the human righ sof all persons and of all 

groups of persons. t 
In my view there are three fundamental impediments. to 
the achievement of such protection for all, The first is the 
exploitative and reactionary political economy by which 
sresources and power are controlled. The second is constric- 
tive and distorting ignorance’‘and misinformation, The 
third is the restrictive and recalcitrant attitudes and behav- 
ors born of the influences of the former- two. Let us 

discuss each briefly. : 

Behind most efforts atehscrimination or the assertion of 
privilege for an isglated group is.a goncern with more 
greatly protecting the security of the group which is assert- 
ing privilege. Unfortunately, as societies become more 
complex, it is mote and more difficult to establish sesetrity 
for oneself without exploiging another, so that if we look at 
the ric and poorer nations of the world, or the privi- 
leged And less privileged ethnic groups in society. or the 
in our society have over women, one of 
the underlying factors is the concern that the privileged 
group has with securing and controlling and subsequently, 
with protecting its ee of resources and power. Since it 
my " . : 


i \ 
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Snot irthicrentiy protective Of ny techie ol security with, 


Tespect to resourees that ft be sapphire for today and maybe 
one dav attegd, Pontist suppty invself fer the Made fnwes 
future. Po create (his imaginary or teal surplus reserve, | 
mast depend upon the work, the talents, the cooperation, 
and the wwneranee of other people When ong mdi idinib ot 
gtoup Chains ownership of that reserge thats whe b call 
exploilitiow. Afougside exploriitien, of course, is the con 
“trob of the economie and: political decision taakine im the 
SECTOR TOW CHE Perit me Co maintain those economic 
telationsbhips that bave served un best amiterests. ta this 
WAY QOmser vive approach te the status Que wets ex 
senaited ito what wecall a reactionary approach, where 
spokespersons for pl Wwileved BEOUIPS vo toextreme ends to 
COHtFol the political process, stace the political process se 
gteath determines the mature of the ecounontic Processes, 
Sounderiving the competition or ide continuing piaictice 
of group discrimination ais this exageerated concern for 
SCCUTIEV, CXPLessed INOUE SOCTEEN as CCOMONTIEG SCCHTIENS He 
concert for the protection of that economie security and 
privilege ts expressed through control of the political Pro 
cesses Of The COUNENY, WICH primis attention or maiitarn 
Ing ex Bg relationstups. Obviously, it the positions of the 
™ Low ete status people are to be changed, beth exploration 
and COnSeEVatism, OF TEMCHOMAEY CONSeEVAtisM, must be 
“done away with, : i 


The second impediment is the constrict cand distorting 
Ignorance or misinformation that dogiinates the society. 
Again, if one looks at the history of the disenfranchise: 

a ‘ ° 
ment of blacks and the disentranchfement of women, 
these efforts have always run corollary toanajor efforts at 


demeaning the status, the confidence, and the potentials of * 


these groups, so thaf conceptions of superiority and in- 
feriority get promulgated. Since they are promulgated by 
the sate forces thal are concerned primarily with ain: 
tlainingesplottative advantage and privileged positions; the 
information which is made available must necessarily serve 
that purpose; Chis means that facts relating to sex dif 
ferences or to ethnic differences are distorted in ways that 
either PIC RAMUPS against one another, or at least justify the 
inferior position to which the low-stytus vreup has been 
asvfgned and in Pa is held, It is ret sutprising that 
bliek’ people will be Served less well Sby a society: that 
believes they are ley sapable of functioning in that society, 
or thal women willQave less opportunities ina society that 
beliewes they are|less Capable than other members af the 


society of performing in, dr serving, that society, This con-\* 


stricttve force Operating on the opportunity structure for 
low-status persons can be modified only if the ideas that 
people hold are changed. One of the things that we should 
thus be concerned with ina conference oe as our meeting 
today is providing the kind of correct Anformation, or at 
least more balanced information, thatfean challenge some 
of the distortions that have been passed on as fact, in this 

. instance with respect to differences in sex and gender. 
Going hand in hand with ignorance and misinformation 
are restricuve and recaleitrantattitudesgnd behaviors, that 
is, attitudes and behaviors that restrict the opportunity of 
‘others, attitudes and practices tg are so fixed that they 
dominate the thinking and behaviors of a nunibers of 
persons. When we begin to think, though, aBaqut the ways 
in which attitudes get changed. we run into rather com- 
plicated processes. There ts still considerable debate in the 
behavioral sciences with respeyt to whether we cHangeeat- 
\utudes and expect people’s behaviors to fotfow, or Whether 
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we chive the behasiors and expect the wttitides £0 fotlow 
Miaycown bras tsi the direction of the hitter We cai create 
experiences by which towestatis people ate provided) the 
OPPOLEINiOy CO HMTCHOL HE SOcTeEN ascothel people do, vite 
Tneh status people vie fpreelnded) trom) chscrmnnater 
AYN E OT brn OF explortiie tow statis persons: to the 
extent that) fhlose condittons  ettectivels pres atl, itt 
members have different and whoelesonte experiences im the 
New condition, the chhinsed belawiors ef persens wilbeven 
tially Tesutt i chapred) amtitudes, 


el recaytire, theueb, Chae rhs area et artiiude chanes as 
probably the ost dittieate ot our peablens thas cen 
STU erADIN easter tO pass laws that reduce. i thes de net 
chimiaate, exploiitnon and reactionary dotnintion ot 
polities. Phas certainty possible to provide the inforniitien 
and ediieitlonal expertences that have the potenti ter 
COUNter cH COmStERtve tnd: distort isnoerance Rut 
When it cames to the cNanyrae of attiiides that so much ot 
AE Person's experience suppotts, we fave a problem that res 


quites Che concerted efforts of atbot dhe rastitanons im the 


soerety bo encougare Chil process, Peachers Collere and 
ily Desesresation Assistance Centers with be working ove 
the nevtsescerationths and vedas, I stispect, fo provide the 
INFOLNATION Tesoutces Chal may Of these ristitations need 
metder to change the Opportunies straccure wn aleAmtrels 
to change the prejudienil attitides. We wall be urine te aun: 
Muence the poles decisions by whieh the society regaihates 
anidividintls opportinities and to iiflaence the social 
processes by which persons of different eeuder idannties, 
ethine dentities, and ehiss identities are rewarded.; Pliose 
AoUv ities Chat dre necessary to effect chaneds inthe wy the 
system works become an important aspect of those ac: 
toites of ours which are directed: at effecting changes in 
phople’s attitides. . . 

In waking on these three levels of probleds, Wag ATE OE 
talking about what we do for women or what we de fer 
Puerto Ricans or what we do for bhicks. We should be 
talking about what we do for people, because it is in the 
competition amony these several groups that we find insut- 
fietent attention being viven to these underiving factars. It 
Is almost awit the dociety would encourage intergroup 
Struggle jo order to distract us from the problems that are 
commotkto all these groups, ! 

So far} ¢ have talked primarily about the socropolitical 


contest, in which diffprences in sex and gender as well as a- 


number of other status differences must be considered. 
With respect to the specitic tome today, itis important that’ 
wahelp vou understand why we have chosen to focus on 
bothSsex and gender as conceptual frames. We take the 
position*that when we talk about sex differences, we are 
talking about biological differences in the structure and 
functioning of persons. When we talk about gender dif- 
ferences, We ate talking ubout“the sotjal role differences, 
‘differences in the roles people learn ta play or are foreed to 
fill. As we listen to the papers through the conterenceryou 
will note that it appears that the ses differences are impor- 
tant and, in some instances, highly obvious, but that there 
are very few ways in WhYch differences that adhere to 
biological sex limit the fungtoning and parucipauon of the 
representatives of the two sexes. dt is yhen we turn to dif 
ferences in gender, that my-di¥ferenees in the roles assigned 
to and imposed upon men and women in our society, that 
we find our ere@test costgibutors to differences in. op- 
portunity, differences in the availability of resources. and 
differences Tvatthudes, treatments, and rewards. In other, 
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words, there teow chimes that women cuiet ce 


SUMP beeauise Chew are female. pists there are very few 


APC NCES 


(hinys that mien cannot do seuply because they are aiale, 
Dut Chere are Hany Cites that wormed Have dess opportua 
ry foodo lor that ren, ter that amacter, are less rewarded 
foro as arestloot them vender . 

Th the Cotise Of Our presentatians we wall be trvine-to 
death with some of the facts. the Kitowledite Baise by owtach 


4 
\ 

e - 

4 
a 
e : 
- 4 
- 
i 
fe 
—_ Y 
v 
* sy - 
a 
’ 
/ . 2 QL 
: f 
* 
: 4 
@ ° 


RIC < . 


JA Fun'Toxt Provided by ERIC 


We LAN understand 


better these ditterences, be thes 
brolowieal on sacrapss cholombal Weowdll abo be toarue to 
look at the differential ateamiiys of vender and sex rdentits 
for males aid temniles my out saceis. t nalerdvine wall ot 
These COHEeTHDS, Of COUDSE. fs OUT COMCCEIE WHE the mnplied 
Hou dhat this Kiowledpe las ter cduecational treatment 


dnd bociil oppor turits \ 
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Hfistortcal Perspective 

Women have always been mdispe malic inthe Ameriean 
coonomy. Duyting the colonial period women spun, uide 
clothes, candles, and heavy necessary items of everyday 
lite (Peving, F974)" Because of the. Puritan ethie and con 
tinual dabor shortages, women were involved ma wide 
Valet of activities, ' 

la the kite ecrehteenth and: ecarky nineteenth centunies, 
women and voung girls comprised an overwhelming sia 
rity of industrial workers. Phe advent of “women's 
gobs asa resydt of this long tradition. Prplovment that as 
stil with as, 

The gradual tnédrease of female emplovinent came about 
as service-oriented jobs increased: again these were seen as 
women's jobs, But even Within this contert there were 
tremendous Variations in different tegiony of the country. 
In the Midwest womag were cormhuskers and trinimers 
were men, Yet in the Far West men were cornhuskers and 


» 


se\-segrepated 


trimmers were women (Pevine, 197-4). Regardless of the 
singularity of title, there was an income difference-J and 
women earned less for the same job. 7 


‘mil 


Historically, women’s participation in the work force 
has been defined by men's needs. In the nineteenth century 
oor women worked: in’ factories, while middle-chass 
en We>re Rese aes mothers, dome extracur- 


reeiar work in refoRn movements. By the 1870's, § per- 


“\ 


cent us women were working as teachers. By 1900, fivan 


women were employ ed as domestics, performed 
ahaa ervices, or were ttaching. Today the culture still 
supports these jobs as suitable for women. Last vear | was 
ona doctoral committee for a student whe had examined 
children’s books to see whether sex-role stereotypes had 
changed as a result of the women’s movement. She found 
that Little Golden Books, which are mass produced and 
basically bought by working-class families, overwhelin- 
ingly describe women cooking and cleaning while their 
husbands go to work. Caldecott Award Books, @hich are 
purchased by middle- and upper-class pegple., showed 


some few women getting out of the house and working. - 


while someone elsé took care of the chNdren (Fraad, 1978). 

In the nineteenth century, a biz top af concern was 
“women’s true nature’’-and ‘‘women’s place.” Women 
were said to be morally strong but physically weak (Levine, 
1974); 


, their being strong in interpersonal rekations, while nog hav- 


ing the stamina or the personality for leadership positions. 
Our historical’ rgots are deeply ingrained with cultural 
stereotypes, the good, wife molded to her husband’s in- 
terests. Today's counte 
job so the husband can advance. 

A woman's self-image often permitted her to be used as 


a ‘‘scab’’ during the initial unionization period. Yet 


_women such as Elizabeth Gurley Flynn, who helped ‘or- 
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ganiZe the early textile unions, were very much a part of 
this movement. Woman's view of herself asa — class 


artis the wife who gives up her 


today we say that women’s true nature consists in” 


‘evelel 


Women and Society 
- Ann Lieberman r 


> » 
‘ 

claven has bemun te chanmare in the Last several decades, 
espechilly in service oriented pe@otessious i 
tothe 1970s we have seen a dramatic change am the dite 
Where women ised to spend one Chirdoot ther tives 
in child reanimg, they now spend one seventh. Phat means 
they have ix sevenths of thew lives in which to partierpate 
ithe adult world, to contribute, and, ves, to live fully, 

Phere are four tactors that lave imade these chanees 
possible: FH) We now have control over reproduction, My 
two erandmothers had Pl and PS children. May mother saves 
She never saw her mother without a pregnant belly. 2) 
Wormer are now earning an increasing share ofthe family 
ingome. Y. Domestic responsibility has been, eased bv 
technology. Phink what my erandparents yould have done 
with Pampers. 4) Phe lite Span rs He reasiny, 
The Problems and the Break ttrourhs 
Sfnep World War HE the growth in 


mhers of emploved 
“wonten has been continuous’ Women\iow make up dne- 


- 


third of the labor force. Furthermore, three-fifths of those 
working women are married. Despite these gains the 
relative Positioter ppofessional wemen has declined con- 
sistently, In 1972, Fleishman Commission reported 
that senior adminiNrative posts were held eNelusively: by 
men. In education, too, the same decline is evident. tn 
1928, SS percent of elementary school principals were 
women; by 1968 thi igure had fallen to 22 p@cent, and. 
in the List two ygars the number of Peay high school 
principals has dropped from 3 percent. $7 percent. 

One of my students did her dissertation on female 
superintendents. Her description of attending the AASA~ 
convention of superintendents is priteless. She was taken 
for a bar maid. a wife, a secretary, ora Girt Friday. All she 
was Irving Co find out was whether there were any female 
superintendents. There are. They represent 6 percent of 
the total Number of superintendents i in the nation (Crosby, 
1972). 

The reasons for the apparent rise of women in male pro- 
fessions when there is a decline in actual numbers is com- 


, Plicated by many factors. For one thing, it is clear that the 
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professions are still sex-stereotyped. Female professions 
have resulted from extensions of the traditional nurturing 
and helping role functions. Professional associationsshave 
aided *'female professions’ in gaining status, Nurses now 
have several degrees and women in large numbers are seek- 
ing advanced degrees. Of the Teachers College students 
seeking advanced degrees, 65 percent are women. 

The breakthroughs have come slowly, but they are com- 
ing. Today's women dqentertain the idea that there is ay 
Wide variety of options.Y thought of only teaching and 
social work. My three daughters look at life and they say. 
what am I best suited for? One is becoming a lawyer, and 
one wants to do something ja-communications. But their 
a is broad and unh creda stereotypic thinking. 

Women havé be ess likely than men ty choose and 
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Study for protessians which fterest thent and where tes 
mught have satistying careers. Females tend to avoid: pro 
fessions whieh require long pertods of preparation, but thins 
wslowhy changing, a 

Women's commiutinent to careers Bas been hampered: by 
thea Larger commutinent to marrage Phi, G00. 1 stow ls 
changing. bast week oon Bess Miaverseu'’s EV stow, 
“Wontin ds it was tascuiting to see two adolescent pints 
who, appeared to think about litde other than bows, vet 
both stated that ther muuor concerns were to have a pre 
tesston and be able to tuke care of theniselves, and that 
Marrkige Was hot high ou ther list. Phas would never ave 
happened mm my generation, Ehe yoke was that vou went to 
college to find aman, 3 

There are NO casy aibwers fo these problems. Commit 
ment to work will probably INCTease WIE te reater aniount 
of educations On the other’ hand, the pProritieseof out 
Society are such that miay women will be Hastrated: 
their attempts Mean access to The professions, IL mn 
couragement by relatives, professors, “ad tgtehers Wars 
been very sigurficant for a ounle students. iat hy venelat 
Hon, oUF Mentors were mates. Hopefully there will be more 


sand ntore female models in this generation. ) 


We hoow very little about this, Tt seems, bhoweser, that 
Upon entering professrons women establish anew sense of 
themselves. Birst they internalize an Occupational rele, 
then they tdentify with the profession, ‘ 


; ™~ 2 
The Prospects 

To begin to understand women in American society, one 
must recognize that at has begn a histofy of fitting into the 


man's world by aking careof the nurturing and helping. 


These traits then became assodhited with certain profes: 
sions — female professions. In tagay’s Ociely many people , 
are Choosing to have fewer children or tO have done at all 
Those women who do have children find phev have many 
years to themsel\ es after child-rearing abi have 
been met. 
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Ce live i affects our expectitiors 
Pach generation has a unique pattern of ev’ 
perrencemas they provress throneh the tite evele. People ma 
apes ther forties, haverete foot me the traditional naar 

Thipe fchifdren, therm work svndronte. However, people in 
then twenties and thirties are expertencemy a ditferent set 
oO CAPCCLUINONS gg 

Inereasiiety wonten clearly expeef&to work ats well sts 
Way. More women think about are parterpating ip the 
“tale protessrons, New patterns of family lite new seem 
possible; some Wonten abe postpone Marnive, pestporn 
me children or net materi. Mia ditterent patterns es 
nt Women who remain single untibage VS are net unusual 
uv more. Duatbeareer tamulres.esist and are berg studied, 
In some cases men follow them wives rather than the other 
way abound. A Columbia stndent studied: ninety comets: 
Who live ind separate domuciles. Phe wife may *work in 
Boston, while the husband is in Philadedphia. Uhis pattern 
was unthinkable Cen years ARO, 

Phere ian tnervasing awaren@ss that the sockul mth of 
women being good only as murtirers is Slowly disap 
pearmy. Phere is an ever ine Qtig possibility Chat we gan 
become aware of our own tntermalization of the stereo 
types our soctety has led us to belleve exist that we can 
become highly cdieated. Work atinteresting yobs and even 
change them. We need te be ever vigilant that we tein 
deed a& part of aesecit revejitien that can bring greater, 
Wholeness to both men and women. Our vigilance must 
so lead us te conneet te the danger issues of fill employ: 
mentand full participation of alboppressed minorities, net 
mst worten, James Oppenheim satd it beautifully gis he 
wrote about women textile workers i Powell, Massachu- 
setts, me L9L2: 


The historical tune w 
wud behavior. 


Asawe come iiiichiag, munching, we battle roo fen aren 
bor thev are someone's children dnd we mother them a.an 
Our hives shall noc be sweared trom: birth unl lite closes 


Hearts slave as well as bodies: Give us bread, but give uy roses, 
. 
—_ 
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Pd the to talk about my parteuhi sre of mterest 
When youssee EV talk shows nowadays, 
Women saying such things Pino women’s ibber,” 
more trequenghy, “Rye alwas been tberated, bo wars 
Hberated long betore there was this movement’: they then 
follow this disclaimer with sorte pretty strong ayser tions. 
Of course they feel that a woman should eg the same pty 
asa nkan tor dome the same work, Phere ts no reasog. wh 
A woman cant haved top-flight gob, so itis annoving that 
television and movies offe portray women as mere 
seatter-Bratned sex objects. Like the little Ereneh children 
who didn't know they were speaking breneh, it seems that 
almost evervene today is thinking sind talking about things 
that would have been called vers radical ten years ago, but 
that read like a checklist of the mayor ideas sugeested by 
There may never have been a 
movement with so few publich identified adherents which 
hay had so great an impact onathe public attitude about 
ver& fundamental aspects of lite ut such a relatively short 
peribd af time. Now much the same thing ts happening in 
the realm of social science. ¢ : 

The women’s movement first thrust itself rather ag: 
gressively and assertively into the lives of sociologiats, 
psychologists, and other social scigntists arennd 1969 oF 
1970. : was to demand changes w hich would have prac- 
tical, economic, and even ethical implications in) other 
clones movements. But there was nothing vers profound 
trom. a strictly scientific point of view. The very first social 
scienusts, alinost invariably women, who began methodi- 
eally and scientifically to study the issues of gender and sex 


vou often hea 


uly “or 


roles, the pervasiveness of sex stereotypes, attitudes about 


women and men, and the long-iznored dynamics of sexe 
role socialization, were not. uncommonly stigmatized by 
their colleagues. They were vapaitied as faddists or at best 
as mere applied researchers who were getting involved, car- 
ried away perhaps with transitory social reforms, and 
abakdoning the study of fundamental behavioral issues 
such as external Jgcus of control or the conditioning of 
smooth muscle tissue oF aequiescent response bias. 

Today, in early or mid-1977, it’s very safe to sav that the 
scientific investigation of se& and gender has become the 
hottest and most exciting area in’ all of social science. 
When I say that, Ido not reter primarily to the explosion 
of articles and new Aournals in this area, wthonth, of 
course, Such activity is one indication. Nor am L referring 
primarily to the current flurry of interest in the topic of 
biological sex differences, which although it has generated 
a great amount of rhetoric in recent vears and continues to 
fascinate both newspaper feature writers and many protes- 
sionals, has not led to many significant discowries hile 
all the material is certainly not venin on that issue, che bulk 
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- MALE SEX ROLE: F 
, Problem 


Robert Br anyon 


s and Source 


of sclentifig evidence maicates that mates and females dit 
tet Mologieuly only ain the obvious wtnd long celebrated 
physical’ Wavysatnd) net even quite so much ats most 
psvchologists were willing LOAISSeEE TOR OL TIELOOR Ve.tbs aro 
Trefer vou to Maceobs wand dacklurs (297) monumental 
Study of sen differences of substance up to that dite, 

7 Whee Lau teferting te when Psav that the opie of sex 
and dG is the Most inteHectually eveiting Copte today as 
aweset of ideas about sex and sexetype behavior which tre 
fundamentally simple and vet difficult to fully erasp at 
first because thes are so broadhy exphinatory and so an 
utheneal te a great deal of what Professions) sockil scien 
tists have been saving and thinking about for so many 
years. Now these idevis are not actually news if one looks 
back they may be found imbedded in many of the carly 
sridings Of such peaple as Karen Klemm and Margaret 
be: ad, vet they have only recently emerged in the svstent 
auc and persuasive form w heh WW penerally termed “role: 
theory.’ The basic pt opositions Of sclentifie sex-rale 
vtheory which can be clearly identified are these: the place: 
ment of individuals in the social categories ef male end 
female is in a very basic sense imposed from without, even 
though that original assignment Co categories is usually 
keved to physiological characteristics. Nonetheless, it is 


Imposed on our minds. And, despite the very long and ine. 


tensive process of ser-role socialization which has evalved 


* to teach each of us exactly what we should€ind should not 


do as tupstanding card-carrying members of our own sey, 
individuals vary tremendously in how they manage to plas 
thefr assigned sev role. This variation in ability to live up to 
What ts’expected of us ay aYemale or as a male is vers 
closely related to. our popularity, our social aceeptanee, 
our so-called adjustment lo society, and indeed to our level 
of lufe happiness, 
Another perhaps more fundamental proposition ts that 
eeven successful role-playing of this sert is not only 
ultimately an artificial achievement and a laborious re- 
. creation of a personality pattern that is, in. some sense, 
prefabricated or predetermined, but also prevents one 
trom ever discovering what he or she is-best suited to do as 
an individuala Another ground rule.of this emerging role 
perspective is that in addition to this intrinsically mechan- 
ical aspect of lyng term role-playing, the particular con- 
stellations of traits that are eneouraged as masculine in 
Western culture are not intrinsically healthy, nor related to 
_ happiness, nor conducive to becoming a flexible anes 
person. And) similarly, the constellations of traits refarred 
to as feminine in our Western culture are not necessdrily 
healthy, not likely to lead to long-term happiness for the 
individual, and not conducive to being an effective, self- 
Telant pezson. 


fe 2 ¢ 


a 


1 


9 
nq 


« 


Agoording to dhis emerging view of sex-typed bebas ior 
Tasessentially a role plavine phenomenon, sex role. are One 
of he most basic and perhaps the mos: broadb saci: 
of all avstemane intlgences upon furan behassor Th. 
aglobal statement but it still seems togne Padt yes rales ate. 

mie very Pasic sete. the tramework around which oo 


Mmiteth else as dd down and burl in the lite course ot a 


chnhd, thes are the baste soci) reaiity around wit tees hes 
us has been agked te budd our ives An eprtemolos a 


thot, SO EICR saaeet Hs 


Cghdes N 
MOTE sticbm ee Muidies rs BPO w at that gnonmtluence whe eb 
: ; ‘ 


e 
ney people RUSremerarel 9 ehh STII al, 


osecunbenesvabhy brow and powerful in the es 
“of Memag acmats hgs Peen betally nemored fot scm an: 
vets bs pretesspomalbs crgined: scentists Wito were a ten, 
vibiy devoting themselves coyunderstundime evens facto 
Chal papyset ache ts it pote in hagtian bebas par 20 

The record is clear onthe romrckable onmissson a 
weatensed by theondes and or akin 
trodus tan 


Tan take oot iN etre agate one oodly walk vag din fb pas 


SONMTCG TE ati tf 


. ! 
OsnEE Gece Tet book that woes pdt dicd cn 


referenae Soon Comoe pastas Labeled sex role. burs 
vou wall tind: retatieeds litle mrat)erne wheob ag te 
Patisdatet ter doses pole per pectic Phere pg gate cdaph, 


noomention ot the domanan. cot fife pattermine acco dina 


' 
Poe deroot the thapie the dvinamcs. Che tra, atic 
the unibappiaes wha h boebecndered by tare te tise uy 
Nee bi 
the crpiricab foundation tora 
sorepoe Of sex poles, despite the tact that we have tudied 
Human bers tor thou ands of yeat. How coulda de that 
so basic a phupomenon is so ditthe tuidied? 
Phe trons deepens since thre po ininimiad treatment of 
any bebasrontlr sues that might dexclop into what | would 
refet toads 


tothe sriel demands of sex poles i adoles ener 
That ys 


There Gat sense an. 


There has been very little 
trealmnent of the baa forces that tase been directly ex 
erted upon omen, and yet, besatse of men’s socal dorm 
nanoe, power, and entiuence thes have ootreably mtha 
enved eservone, and indeed the ground rules by which oar 
society is organized. The explanation that Pwould offer tar 
the remarkable lack of saentitic attention to this bara 
Phenomenon is that sex roles dn veneral ancl the male sey 
role do parth thar were understudied for many decades, ot 
moopite of, buat precmely because of this morsaimentad 
pervasive influence upon social value as weknow it 
Phere ds anoold folk saving whieh crystallizes this idea 
“Fish will be the vers last to disgaser the ocean.’ Dhne 


the male sex role 


seems tome fo be a powerful metaphor about bow hunuin 
beanps ctrrect thers aftention, What they mothe, dnd avbat 
they think about. Phe uattience of the dynamics of mascu 
linity upon Western civilization was not noted by social 
scientists until very recently, presively because the par 
tecutar preacciipations, assumptions, values. and specual 
emphases are so complerely pervasive, ubiquitous, aod in 
flrential throughoot Western intellectual tradition they 
have not been seen because scholars, Ike the fish umimersect 
deep in the ocean, could not see the mechum op which they 
were moving Phe concepts ip which they theniselyes bite 
been trumed and socialized were extremely ditticult to 
disentanple from socb sc rentitie thinking because of the 
pervasiveness, Of then influence Our entife Western in 
teHectinal codivation hae been dominated by males 
‘throwphout recorded bistory, and every man on won 
who as abve today grew up as completely samrournded: by 
this Cultural domination by men and by men's preaccupea 
trons as the fistiare by the ocean, All that we know about 
the world are the things that haveeen Comrdered nnpor 
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hoy oaanab oper td Cusp eatorey tee tre tn Eo resta 
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thoaatted: ne thed (2) cotipertion enh Son cena ene 
Which ooocfearts Gamttate corp oowd: Neer oun ouilture: (24 
ati. Toray the pbetorier cg op beet qe Uyowithi or get 
Hii ahead ofthe dare Seovehor*  tuds chy efdde ty 
apedoyet the ona cot Chat oompab oa tae dearer been 


ati tactonly detemmamed, (Oo troneoplecbhas the tenational 
Cab COON Gren hae that ars ae tren at tbe 
mperprebed Ps cammeade ch ovis fragt a 


may be 
Winx GY) bape oa 
fOUdE Pte Of enornett and recut rent conmsequetioe. and 
Vetoalmest doth: cane be cad pepetpdite the gietesat pons 
The Latyest studie yet doe on tite prot t con lided. te 
the a tomibinernt of tian, the te Gite het 
vottrdls rdetiticad 


that ty bara 
Cound a cert, the average papi owe 
With the averaee man 


Bevond sayinp, “bere as how we cothds these Phenom 
ena we tmist comader the question of why these people 
do these things. Phey don't make sense mbany of the usual 
lend of mechanmins With which coc scientists under 
stand and explain bebasvion: ccongnue model, utilitarian 
selfinterest, subyecuive expected probability, favorable 
outcome, and all the Computer cumulated models of behay 
ror, they can’t account tor the stuimminpdy aratronab forces 
which so clearly have dominated the behavior of so many 
people. When called on to anvwer that question there rm 
often a scentific shoap of the shoulders, accompiumed by, 
“Well, that pust seems to be human natire, Dhatis past the 
way people really are. Many of ats it socal serenees are 
conmsinced that the most Constant ald indeed the ouly cor 
rechanswer to these basic questions about bunian behavior 
doe. not he in our penes, ii our hormorfes, Or WN sore 
faded drawiips on the walbina cate somewhere we Meso 
potamial it les asomethiay invedble which constantly sur 
To borrow a metaphor from a povin by Yeats, 


oa 


rounds i, 
“We have to learn to tell the dancer fiom the dance 
We've been looking at the dancer and wot noticing: the 
choreography, the mviible pattern Of ireastibte pressures 
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foes 


Jamompossible standard of masculinity. 


‘United States and Europe. 


lA 
( 


. d, ‘ . - 
which shapes and diretts the behavior of cach dancer, this 
phenomenon which we are Tow identifying as sen Toles! 


When I began to look at the male role a couple of vears 
ago, coming out of focusing upon and reading what was 
being written by other social sciennsts about the newly 
emerginy awareness of women's, potentials, 
what reluctant to look closely, at the male case. | don’: 
know whatahe seurees of the resistance werdexcepe than an 
miward look inpariabls opens: rooms and requires an 
assessment, d er evaluation, the process did become 
personal in looking at mows lite and the Tes of other 


men. | thigk bo came te see what ft could notéig tint hase. 


dreamt: that Pand virtually evers other man Pknow hase 


been Limited and diverted from whatever our real potential: 


as human beings might have been by our need to lise up to 
the cultural dictates of mysculmnaty and mantiness 
the word ‘limited’ 


|oused 
there, and stopped Shorf of savine that 
men are oppressed by the male role, because fo use a word 
hike oppressed inyphes some sortot compdarit on the part 
of those Who are far less oppyessed than others. 


White males vers obviOwAS possess power and provilere 
In Comparison WIth blacks, women, children, and evers 
Other minor amour soueny. Weare and have always Peen 
the main oppressors of other people. fo omake that state 
mentand to make some comparbons is aot the end of the 
story, because wounds are wounds and there ate million. 
of people who have suftercd the Linitations of living up to 
Due to the Sunple 
fact that men have been «oO predominantly an control of 
somety up tothe present time, this dist of wounded moefides 
all of as, both male and female. We have all suffered 
directly or indirectly from the strains and stresses Hmposed 
upon people by the male sey rdle. What then oa thre mate 
sex role? Whatas the pattern that Cand other vouny mena 
and indeed older mnen and allot ys have been uminersed in, 
have been forced to ty to live up to? 


A great deal of my.own thinking and research over the 


-past “cquple of yeurs has centered on trying to analyze the 


deeper requirements or themes that exist in the nfale sex 
role, and it does appear thag there are generalizations to be 
made, that there are certain commonalities, and tules. But 
there are also options and different routes to the same end. 
Very briefly, to sketch out my own thinking about this 
issue, Hoseems that although any division is ultinvately att 
bitrary, one can identify four themes which are apparent in 
what might be called the mainstream of masculinity in the 
Vhe first theme or dimension 
that is important is determining Who is masculine. I he 
usual requirement is that there be “no sissy stuff.” More 
explicitly, there is a peculiar aversion to, or stigmatization 
or fear of, anything which seems vaguely feminine. Now 
that is nol entirely circular, because it seems that men tear 
and run from anything that appears feminine more than 
women run from things that appear masculine. Evidence 
of this as a guide to whether someone is highly masculine is 
seen virtually across the board. fn men’s styles and 
fashions and occupations, anything which as largely 
dominated by women is viewed as somewhat suspect by the 
average person, as something that a real man’? would not 
be engaged in. Something so innocuous as a color, if it's 
stereotyped as feminine, will be avoided by men, unless a 
certain amount of pressufebuilds up and men suddenly all 
take toitat once, as happened with the color pink. When f 
was in high school, no man would ever wear pink, then 
suddenly everyone had to wear pink, Similarly, when men 
JO 
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Lowats some. 


camp, a lotof boys had spray met 
~_ . 


started = tov Jome haw. the tipst tow were reals 
smiauized. Phes had réasons for a svmbol pretest, but 
soon it became mote accepfhable and the line coeds But 
until that line crodes there’s a tremendous fondencs 
back fromitand stay aways fromat 

Manufacturers fave Known tor decad@s that men need 
and want cosmetics, tonetries, and watious kind ot Poaute 
aids: There used t® be a bie underpreund 
women’s toiletries: which mer were suppo cd bs a for 
their wives or tor them mothers. When dl wemt to Box soca 
Afthat tue then wep 
no hai spray tor men, but rf vou wanted toa use i. tore 
was always some hidden uy the bgitor of adutred bar I 
remembsr some boys bump teased unmer bulls 
that prpdyet. Well, eventualls Mant hE Cr 
how to overcome this. Pheyv now put out wien 
and other beausy aids, but thes label them ia cre 
ters that vou can see a block away POR MEN 
name Chen something ike Brute is 

Now. moving away from what moaght be seen se 
ficial things to personahty variable: 
bermy opeg about vour emotians 
When vou teel it. We see this, as 
anointense averston foo You Match tiovies where thepe are 
attempts by men ty break dowp and diols: 


Wedel 


ha pall 


by Oper eyy 
digg hh cred 
Der bites 
aft bus let 
and thes 


oper 
Jone probluay area 

evr Trin abner ents 
something that tien fave 


barners. to 
reach out to cach other and expres. what thes are reatls 
fechings these areaavaniably cut short by someone avin, 
“Sutten up there, old man, sattapper tip and all thar a 
Shortecircuiting of a human process. Research on selt 
disclosure reveals that men samply don't vas much ota per 
sonal nature abouyfhemsels es tooother men, and deat at 
all to women. Phey say legs than do women and are hewn 
selt-disclosing about the basre facts of them lives. Certain. 
anything that would make them (P should say us) appear 
Vulnerable or expose our real mot ations and our dreams 
and our hopes ts something that’ have ttle patience for 
inothers. Estill remember wafhing “Drapgner asa ctild, 
some poor unfortunate person would be trying to spill out 
her Story and prim-faced Serpeant Friday would say '* Dust 
the facts, idy. We just want the facts." Perhaps the Wrost 
basic clement of “no sissy stufp' is the almost meredible 
aversion to and fear of anything which might be constried 
in-any way as bemp homosexual. There is sumply an 
astonishing degree of vigilance about this, and boys quite 
literally grow up being afraid that they are, in 
vernacular, “queer? on “fap. Children on the street 
where F live call each other by these names. | don’t think 
that Pknew what a homosexual was when - first heard peo 
ple being called tags and ‘queers. En colleye P noticed 
that people were labelqd as homosexual because of thr 
so simple as how they car ied their books. Premember once 
looking out the windo®,’ watching a frend walk by. He 
was carrying his books against his chest, and) semcone 
said: Would you-look at that trot! What ate Prom 
then on d was always very carctul to carry my books down 
by my side, 

T was astonished and deliyhted a few years apo when a 
national survey showed that more éhan half Gemayortsy) of 
the American males who were surveyed answered ? yen io 
the question, "Have you at ayy time in your life lad any 
fear or concern that you mightbe a litent homosexual? 
certainly did. Premeniber feechuy these stainpge impulses to 
touch any friends of roommates in college, to maybe tay 
them or put my arm) around thew shoulder Phese thir. 
weren't done. And fd had as a cross to bear that fb bad: the 
makings Of a homosexual, that f was one of 
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then own 


“those oo bo 
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vdrawe as foo whata. 


_oeisc im which 


discover that most men at some port i dite hase exagtls 
v * e _ 
this tear. represscdumul one vets into men’s Cons Siousticss: 
raning groups where ios a basic fopre of comversalon, ay 
ateliet 
pubs upon any display of atfecdon detween men. Vien are 
the people to take sermously and to campere wath butnet to 
be emotionally intimate sathoand ttoone teeb apy impaudtse 


Phere scan enormous prohsbluen that our socio. 


toomose toward another male. then us iaterpretcd ae 


. horbose sualits 


. 


Cross-culfuradis. P think wirat drtters where the line ns 
suspect. fo Paahiuid and the United 
States, for cxampie, ao wide Sarietyy at (ines arednd 
routine are vers stacey prohibited din the Mediterranean 
and mans other cultures the line i adrawen differen dy: hres 
rovoand embracnecare considered quite masculine. But 
think thateven an! 
rabod ahd whioh would ommediatels 
sts pect It 
. 
hain taboo. 
ha \ 


Tada Cay 


ote cultures Shere are thing, whrcke are 
make mel bosonic 
sabeoounteres ting fo cote who web. around ser 
Poresxample rock = people who are stewed as 
. the ar 


cach “when 
would aeeer che gt an 


tet Sultme bk ether on 
they yy won at ew atg altouih thes 
anyother conteyg But there they re 

Noon, Ceti. 
Pevape ot ya tts tear culture | 
reber to af Depa hie wheel oor, more esp leith, 
Prauenst nedd ao be dooked up oto. toa ohress tatu. atid 
Pespect im ime was tor somethin that one tae 
that is quite venerab Obsrousdy. Us bet. aecotdimin to 
come psvcholovists, a cath be looked up by 
everyone [ft nitsculine to be admnred Pheer test 
matin the world, at Vou remember ghe DWV serie, - Phe 
Milhonaire. was an unseen benefactor: vou knew only 
tie deep vravelly vorce and the idfeness wath which he 
toved wath fis hfe, tossing outa million dollars, toomarke it 
lear that his money made tum areal man. And there a. a 
sueecess am large quantities ts enormous 
masculine, Mary things which are tot considered sery 
masculine sand of themselves, like playing the prio of 
the siolin, become quite acceptably masculine tone ais the 
workd's greatest. Phe world's greatest anvthing is in fitet a 
highly masculine status to acquire and the average per .on 
who wart achteve this global or nahonal praminerice con 
Tinues to strive for ib ain preference to other alternatives, 
Phys, men become exceutives and anyodsds dequire the 
“hoagie ot status and power, teually spendiny: more 


sthe 


to Poo partoat the 


somethin that | 


wud dither aon which 


the 


done. Now 


Voll too 


» NCIS 
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“than they canathord im order fi appear more se 


than they really ares : 

Por thove whe, for teavorts Of sawnid clas. or rack or ape! 
orother factors, cannot really pet anywhere i the dimen 
StOn finance and Objective real world statis, other 
Cheng, syrepls take them place DPhe thangs that mey wall 
Compete Over, sucha shits, are vanied when one procs 
from one subyremp to another 
Hland luke way teath about this Tt desde with what mien 
compete for ain prison Where they have no money and thes 
hie no occupanon: they compete over who cam eat the 
mostegps or who can do aayvihoag tiesto loupest or best 
Is competition over Wiasecuhnrty and woth else When 
you geton the subway and are annoyed that you can't read 
the map because sqrmeone tise spray pamlted alloser at and 
indecd alt the Subway SCOUTED it 
Inanifestanoo of avery mtense straggde for taseiiine celt 
respectin the subgroup of prabhin artists, people who tase 
found an mechan the mianisteeam 
cilttrabway of making a fotot money is not open to thers 


ol 


Phe entire movie Coal 


Ove! Sher, Vor're 


Accessible becanse 
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In anartde about grattiteartiste in New bork Vasacon, | 
redd that some of them are folk -herees trom whom people 
aeltntlls seek qutoeraphs. A vus named Stas Cook sap? 
posediv started the custom with bas now become sucha 
public nuisance Prem the per pective of being seen by 
peers and contemporaries a realiman, the spray paren 
eld other publi places makes ad enormous 


Of subways 


AOOUTD OT sens. Powever Hetle sense di inakes otherwise, 
“ee hae, 


soo Whatatas thats accorded respect and status. and vou th” 


Hone boar Prom sub oulture foo sub oudiure fo 


= 


Semen Pisitine aout oaser dust those things. Tn the sub 


Sot huimiamets psscholowy. things which wre con: 


vd temmnipe be 


wont hi 


the romerab peblr such ay senmsitns uy, 


Sand empaths safe diodiy respected, 

Phe need to be tok ed Wpy rary Sers basic ta the tnale role 
bese ca Oo itbroaltota aches THs al Contain point. in 
oie’ s dite e 


ditaadbs tage 


spooks wheroncd venne When vouare ma! 


Ateerons, Por Tynes 


Phe theme That Marr hie fgamiaths ean vous 
ng ae 


this teed accounts 
thames, 
Ia dire! conse 


Q male ero! 
OPhas aware ob puns pone Meo bow lit « 


Women about! thatthe 
paenes of thas 
baor Cro? Withascidentadly, because the whole 
eseniig wall bo rumied, bed sulk tor the reaooft the ese 
Lotortunately, ia. ¥ 


ake, dont 


oftem trae Wis are taen 
about such thine W cll aeain. itmakes acer 
Pan mouditat pow hoboricah sense 


nine oo 
A 


cheb babie 


STS 


Wo gfe miner ed ua 
com tandls tellin tis Chatort Vou cbe anwar, 
veut re vor to be looked up to. You hase to faye respect, 


world that. 


to be admired tor something. When almost ov was of 
atti this poaloas warhbeld, and. all sources Sie é 
ham nessamt tpeosaee, tnd vou cee ten whe are 


respected, cut handle themmelve. and do cvervthimr, a i 
lol to hive a craving fed to be looked up tor bs 
someone, tobe a bay man inatleastone persom's eves Phe 
trachtional Nuclear faouly mariage, wu whieh the husband 
Is hangs op. another reflec Hongot exactly) dirs theme. You 
mav be a sanitation mam Jo the out ide world, bat un vour 
house vou can at lea elt tly cifturalla created need to 
be admnired and looked trp ta wheter VouPdeserve dh or nat, 


More can be samd about that, but let us move onto the 
tHirdedhimensaon, which Posce as an interesting contrast to 
the second. H's hard to pm down. fe muayht be desermbed as 
an aura Of Coughness, confidence, and self-reliance. E's 
net anachievement. ft has nothing to do with money or 
respect ora sense of what you've done. 1s more of a style; 
ana about vou which people recopmize as masculine and 
which causes them to respond to vouoas a very masculine 
person even if you are penniless and jobless. And some of 
the most popular movies that Hollywood has ever pro 
duced portray menin @actly this role ~ for example, The 
African Queen, with Humphrey Bogart. Here you hive a 
drunken nverboat captain whe comes across as a real onan 
simply because of this masculine style. Phe other night, | 
suwoone of my favontes, Prom Mere to Mernity, wath 
Montvomery (litt agg Prank Sinatra, Pruitt was so tough, 
so sure Of himmeelf that the entire Army couldma't-cmush 
hin, andomy heart went out to him. yen though he was 
yusta scrawny little private, at was very clear that he was a 
reabinan. Phe audience was lett teelnpy that the people whe 
were trying to bully him were not real men. Chink of Paul 
Newrnan on Cool Hand fuke, of Marlon Brando wu 4 
Streetcar Named Desire, or John Wayne in almost any 
thing, and you see men who have mot achieved a preat deat 
mothe com of the realm or the currency ob Che ward, and 
yet they are quintessentially masculine Younp mga look at 
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the silver screen in darkened movie theatkes and really 


believe that that’s what's expected of them’and that that is . | 


what they should be able go be. 

I remember very vevidly watching a movie caged High 
Noon wita Gary Cooper. Seven desperadoes come into 
town and he spends almost the entire movie trying to find 


someone who-will help him fight them, but evervone hav 


reasons for qopping out. His giNnfriend tells him fo run 
away andlive but he'd rather fight and die than run, At the 
climactic moment he walks ddwn the, dusty main street 
with dust swirling about; vou see seven figures coming 
down the street and then there's a blaze of gunshots, a 


‘Prenty-minute epic battle at the end of which -he stands 


alone. The camera pags up showing him against the sky, 


" and the seven bad men are dead. Now, of corse, everyone 
His girl comes back to , 


comes out and shakes his’ hand. 
him. The townspeople congratulate him) and he takes 
Rudyard Kipling’s advice and treats success and disaster, 
those Mwo impossibles, just the same. He doesn't show any 
more emotion after having done this than he did when it 
looked as if his death was imminend I watched this as a 
Nninely-eight pound weakling, a fourteen-velg-old-boy, and 
really thought, ‘‘That’s iy a oman is. That's what I 
should be doing.”” It never Sdccurred to me to look down 
the road at my friends, and see that none of them was like 
Gary Cooper and I didn’t know anyone who was/And vet 
this image was being sold. I feel that itis a deep part of our 
strong cultural sense of what a man is. This contmercially 
projected image continues to permeate men’s lives in 
adulthood‘and marriage. In its place, the right amount of 
family concern is acceptable, and you are not penalized for 
it, But by this cultural stereotype the man who is a devoted 
father is seen as too actively concerned about something 
that is perceived as basically feminine, 

Finally, the fourth dimension. Maybe it’s less important 
than the others, but it's there. While these other things 
have some positive cultural elements (you know it’s not 
bad to be confident or decisive or courageous*or wealthy), 


\there is also a negative element in what we see as manly and 


masculine. This element includes such dimensions as ag- 
gressiveness, competitiveness, daring, and even violence; a 
cluster of traits that would fall into the general grouping 
that Karen Horney identified as moving against people. To 
some extent antisocial aggressiveness is seen as masculine, 
The hint of a willingness or a need to hutt, to confront, to 
outwit, to defeat is a somber grid that is woven into the 
fabric of what we consider a masculine person. There's 
evidence of this in recent experiments with electric shock, 
It occurs in ous language. I Pemember my father telling me 
m a mixed nfessage (which was totally wasted on me), 
Son, never start fights, but always finish them,”’ the idea 
being that you aren't supposed to go out and tip your hand 
tog much by being overtly aggressive (that is seen as being 
a bully), but a real man should always be ready and when 


/the asher. person gives him a chance, he knocks his block 


off. IT was counseled to follow this as a good strategy for 
life. You see it fused into our conceptions of sexuality and 
what i$ masculine behavior. 

The fusing of manliness and ABREESSIVETIESS and even 
violence with sexuality is deep and pervasive. When you 
see Rhett Butler in Gone With The Wind litt a protesting 
Searlett O'Hara and run up that spiral staircase into the 
velvety darkness With her in his arma, and the next morn 
ing, you see a beatific smile on her face after a night of pas 
sion, it is Obvious that she got what she longed for and 
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Ww and \@u know that she is now deeply in love. In| 
Streetcar Named Desire, Marlon Brando, after a cial ir 
episode of domestic violence, says, But wasn't we hi Ippy. 
baby? Didn't [ drag vou down from the white columns and 
make those colored lights flash?’* And her eves thaizg over 
as thehea of this aggressiveness and sexuality ov erwhelmys 7 
her. And this is, [ think, very deeply intertwined with our 
adulthood: for those of us who came to adulthood at few 
years ago, 1} may. be there inextricably, fof the lone tétm, t 

There is some sense of this role-playing around sex and 
aggression as bene a byproduct that our cults has Jett 
with use ch als deeply rooted. | SUEPEST That ies ntwebie 
leap from those scenes to the w ritings of Norman Mailer. 
In Which outright rape is seen as muaty and desirable, te 
the statements which have come-from men who have ac 
toally committed rape. Or® man who had raped forts 
women described it this wav: it was a wood no-nofsense: 
fuck. You know, no bullsfdt. Broads want it that Was LOO, 
but vou know they can’t justcome rivht owt and ask forit. 
So it was really vreat, vou know,” Phis sense, this concep 
Hon that these victims were pleased and turned on by has 
attentions, P suggest are not far from what is, portrayed ats 
part of tie male sex role IN Movies such as Gone with the 
Hind. 

The average man may stop short of rape. or hellraisiny 
of the s@rt that we see in the movies, but we'like even out 
average man to have some traits indicating that he may not 
be completely domesticated, i nota total Milquetoast. tna 
cach man there's some residual hint of the wild beast, the 
smoldering “volcano beneath the pres’ fhannel suit, and 
when a man is completely without this, when there is no 
trace or any hint that he might be ananimal, then in some 
sense he loses the stereotypic ‘little edge of masculinity in 
the eves of most of us; the spike has pone out of the punch 
and some pf the aura of excitement is missing. 

Now, having suggested these: four dimensions of out 
cultural male role, we are in a position to speak briefly 
about what the formula for mascuhnity 1... would suggest 
that its nota simple additive process but a dynamic of the 
first one that Pomentioned, ‘tno csissvestuff, which is an 
imperative. There is no way to avoid it. Pf you come across 
as a sissy, then other things such as how much money you 
have become irrelevant. One complication is that if you 
have very high standing as an athlete or asa very wealthy 
man you cain be allowed a few things that might otherwise 
be viewed as “sissy-like.”” This is pedhaps the only partial 
exception, But if you get pase (he first hurdle, vou reach 
the second and third dimensions, that of the big wheel, the 
need to bedooked up to, and the style of inanly confidence, 
‘These are not necessarily mutually exclusive, but most men 
seem (oO have put their’ chips in either one basket or the 
other, In talking about stereotypically acceptable mascu 
line figures during my interviews and studies with. men, 
either they are high on the respect dimension of os the 
other dimension of contidceray tnd sell rchance, skip 
over being agyressive, which! A see asa et einer ay sort 
of thing, which can add a lew pomnts ff you are post below 
the norm in other dimensions. Pnomy studies, Richard 
Speck and Charles Minson were not quite seen as ‘real 
men,”* but they were seen as quite masculine, There was no 
question in anyone's mind that they were very masculine 
figures, simply on the basisof havinge Committed mass 
murders. 

One final reference to movies, Catania tot lin Roof 
makes my point about dynamics rather well because the 
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differ¢nt routes to mantiness are right there, bots the Wat 
to succeed and the ways to fail. The one whto has mifde 1 
by the success dimension is Big Daddy, 
plaved by. Burl Ives, “EOS tucks [mea michis 
wealths man. [rs vers clear that he uses his money as his 
one hig stepping -stong to being seen as a masculine fleute 
who dominates the family and the movie. He talks about 
buying a ysoung mustress, and it’s clear to hime thar his 
moneys ts all he really ae At the other extreme, prycisels 
the other extreme. as’ his son Rick plased by Paul 
Newman. Rick tsa ~ Jess aleoh ole, avuy Who ts depen- 
dentoon his father’s largess. And ver there is something 
about that role, his complete inditterence to other people, 
his, self-reliance, his confidence, his une Which 
‘makes hima very appealing, mascul@e stisure to mose 
movievoers, in spite of the fact that thes nTay not approve 
ofmians of the things that he sake. 

JSo there vou hase twa oof the alternate foutes to man 
theachieventent and the Style There are a coup! 


WhO says, 


style, 


Hess! cot 
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tyerures Who sersy clearly tail to achteve aman dimenston, 


One pathy other son, Goober, who has what seems fike the 
prerequisite of suecesss He as at wey thy laW@ver. but there: 
somethin about him that rubs most audiences 
WAN. 


the wrone 
Theres something underhanded and nondirecr. sort, 
about hing and vou qust kiow that those soto white tatnds 
of his are never vor fo sigk their fineers ito that rieh 
Delta soi. Hears neser vome to inher the farm: 
man enough ger And then of course, there ts the 
fivure of the football player, whom vou never see. Phe 
pornt here as that no matter how masculine you are, if vou 
have crossed over that sacred dine of “no sassy staff’ a 
appeared to be homosexual, as Skipper did, then votr are, 
In-essence, stigmatized. Phe story we hear about the mis. 
ing Skipper ws redolent with the inference that he was ain 
ply a sham, a facade. Mayete says, "On the outside he was 
hig and strong, but on the msyjde he was al ely. Fle broke 
like a rotten stick when the vorny vot tough. Amdo at wats 
clear that it was his implied homosexuahty that was the 
reabkey to his lack of mantiness 


he's not 
lo 


In “Closing, I would like to discuss Adios area in which 
Pim increasingly interested: the psychohistory of maseu- 
linity, There is a field now that is called psvchohistory 
which, tomy disappointment, is focused mainty pon the 
playing out of Freudian notions upon the bistoneal past, 
Ell leave that to its separate place, but Pim enormously im 


’ ‘ . . 
pressed by the truthfulness of l@oking at masculinity and 


soo memorably: 


the male role as the proximate cause of many events inthe sy 


distant and recent past. And T would recommend to you a 
chapter on Vietnam by Mark Franke Vestow in his book 
The Male Machine, He shows in detail that Lyndon Baines 
Johnson's incredible insceurity about his manliness and 
masculimty, more than economic, political, or other com 
siderations, was the reason why thousands and thousands 
of Americans died in Vietnam long after 
clear that the war could not be won. Johnson clearly iden 
tified the dove position with sissiness and femininity, and | 
no amount of lopicg statisttes, on persuasive anuimnent 
could overcome this basic mseccanpy om his part. When he 
wits told that ane member of hi administration who had 
formerly been a hawk was moving toward a dove position, 
he thought a second and said, ‘' Well, he his to squat fo 
piss”? Phas was Johnson's earthy cuphemisin for teminin 


had become 


ity, theadea that dis man was becomimy a woman. Wher 
Spiro Agaiew called Charles Goodell the | Clinistine 
Jorgensen Gf the Repubhean Party for opposing the war us 
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vilnable distinction between people, 
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Viegagun. i's vert clear thatan the thinking of these peo 
ple, Rmuninipé and peace were deine cytated. Prhink thas 
this ts somemune that us hastorians fave nl 
looking at 

Pinalls 
may 


t been 


sound nerative, DUT IPs Vers positive i one sense. Un: 
ul we had this awareness of the Thingy h rabomen hase lost 
by tating inte the male rele, 
Was TO Orvanize 
abolition wt sex 
meeting 


there, Was really apparenl 
to enlist’ them In the ee for ae 
You can't men te 
to hour what swines thes are. and at the besinnins 
ol the feminist movegnent tharas all ches were ottered pba. 
anabysis. tn bermiy.of feminist gidalysts off Ae male ses role, 
otters the vathegy rather than the ek. and Pee ceen a lire 
number vf. wer Whoo are deeph drawn by what thes bave 
mussed in theinute- Jong agcudture ion Hato masculine : 
The think ys bright ai wey 
struvgele for the substantial redtietion ot 
have been bere’ tor 
Hurt’. essay. oP Re Vievinal Oreasm, 
there are Ubberared women todas, that 


radical feminnt os taking the Agi 
me done, long road tery 


turies of feminists and down 
disiduahov. Phere ts certainly no berated man a. Inn 
nota liberated man. P don’t bow any. Edom bexpect ans 
inthe near future. Edo beheve that there are me: uidisiduad 
solutions to the ses role isste. Pablike to identity mivselt as 
having benehted trom: bere a part of the feminist movg 
ment. Pwouldia't be thinking of things Fam now had at not 
been for those who are putting other parts of the preture 
into place. P would vers much tike to pay sigan i 
respect and see myself as partot whatis nor an adi tual 
analvais of sclentists, but a world-wide effort to ander: 
stand ses roles and what thev’ve done to us. | think that 
the tivht avast ses roles ws nota tad, but has come from 
something deep and structuralin our cultarre, thats hand 
mevlove with other movements avast our tradimonal was 


hd 
men, 
roles. cl 
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future, I have to tage a 
Which’ 
Nnin 
that 


Hast 


sew poles. 
hn on 
a ca | 


thre 


peperations, DPhere is at 
tothe 
a Soa is 
Out at 


sfep eli 


Nest 


of dite. Fes certainly not, as some critics are charity a 
sim of deeadence, buts very much in the tradition of 
previous fivhts agaist other kinds of ingusmee and a 


equality. Tots not a pendilant sort oof phenomenon in 
Which things are moving: toward what micht be called an: 
drogeny and are yoiny to swing back inevitably toward 
some sort of sex-role polarization, You hear that idea a lot, 
and it's sheer Tthink that the dustoncal trends 
are simply irreversible. We Sut only a tew 
aWAN the time when tuseles, brawa, size. and 
strenpth made a big difference in social domuniance. HH 
doesmt make a great deal of difference today and yet we 
are still lett with the fesidual social manifestations of a 
filme when at did. The essential irrelevance of brawn as a 
and the increasiny 
necessity Of brain power, must be recoynized in addition to 
the reqanrement that the world stop consapniny the femuaatte 
half of the population to hawing no abtermanve or socially 
sanctioned lite style than that PalSinigy 
children. All these things are drresersable bong: term 
trends which ino way could be tured back, and whiete as 
inevitably predetermined the sex role movement as ib there 
had been a mathematical quorum dictating: that at 
occur and could not be 


sa 


NONSCHSC. 
“are decades 


from 


Other of more 


oft 


world 
reverscd, a poet once wrote: 
Its difficult ata tuac when we look around ay ac 
don't see any evidences of a real champe.” We must com 
prehend that we cagmot be stopped And bE think that there 
can be and will bea dite atter sex roles, 
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J this stot the imitanons of cultyral Saas ieee 


_ beings, for defining our situations as we live. It 


- tives—because, 


wv or : 


yt 


“The world,’’ writes Merleau-Ponty, “is not what | 
think but what I live through.”’ He is describing the ways 


in which human consciousness opens itself to things, the 


ays ; ich—as embodied consciousnesses—-we are in 
a: » speaks aa perceptual reality that underlies 
our fognitive structures, of a primordial landscape: 3 in 
which we are present to ie) 

I ihe to talk abaut the,lived worlds of women and 

t 

the degree tauwhich tHey are obscured by sex and gender 
roles, I am convinced that the imposition of these roles 


makes us falsifyxcour sense of ourselves. Muriel Rukeyser, 


says something to this effect when, In one of her poems, 
she writes of *'myself, split open, unable 10 speak, in exile 
from myself.’’ And a few lines later: "No more masks! No 
more mythologies!’” In “The Laugh of Meédusa,”’ Helene 
Cixous describes a ‘'unique empire’’ that has been hidden, 
and women who “have wandered in circles, confined to 
the narrow room in which they’ve been given a deadly 
brainwashing.”’ I want to point to some of the deforma- 
tions due to masking and confinement in the hope that 
they can be repaired. My concern is for the release of in- 
dividual capacities now suppressed, for the development of 
free and autonomous personalities. It seems to me that 
these require an intensified critical awareness of our rela- 
tion to Ourselves and to our culture, a clarified sense of our 
own realities. 

Now it is clear enough that we encounter each other in 
everyday life by ineans of roles, patterns of behavior that 
are habitualized, consciously or unconsciously learned. 
But what ts everyday life? It is important to recall that it 
constitutes an inferpreted reality—“interpreted by men,” 
say Berger and Luckmann, ‘‘and subjectively meaningful 
to them as a coherent world.’’ As soon as we become 
habituated in the use of language, as soon as we begin 
transmuting perceived shapes and preserices into symbolic 
forms, we become participants in that world. This means 
that we begin interpreting our experiences with the aid of a 
“stock of knowledge at hand,’’ recipes made available by 
the culture for making sense of things and of other human 
is in- 
teresting that Berger and Luckmantn talk of a “reality in- 

rpreted by men,’ because the constructs normally used 
for mapping and interpreting the common-sense world are 
largely those defined by males. It seems evident that, 
whenever they were developed, the dominant modes of 
ordering and categorizing experiences of private as well as 
public life have been functions of largely male perspec- 
in Western culture, males have been the 
dominant group, the ones in power. And [ include ex- 
periences of family life and childbirth as well as work, 
business, politics, and war. Alfred Schutz says that those 
who are born in any group tend to accept ‘‘the ready-made 
standardized scheme of the cultural pattern handed down 

.. by ancestors, teachers, and authorities as an.unques- 
tioned and unquestionable guide in all the situations which 
normally occur within the social world.’ In other words, 
"ah recipes, the interpretations, are treated as wholly 
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erceptual realities becadse Jam so sharply aware of 


trustworthy; they are taken forgranted, ” 
evidence to the contrary.” Inévitably 
by women as Well as men. 
constructs as those baving 
alatural inferiority, and unequally distributed rights are 
tMken for granted. They are ojectified, then externalized. 
They begin to appear as objestike characteristics of an ob- 
jectively existent world. = + ® 

When Anais Nin writes that "1 
flict with my Creativ@self,”’ wheh ghe says that ‘creativity 
and _femininity’’ seem incompatible, or that.” 
dependence are likely to be punished by desertion,”’ 
some level she is reporting such phenomena as givens. On 
som 
stituged, that they are part of an witerpreted reality, that (as 
Helen Cixous puts it} “Swoman has always functioned 
‘within’ the discourse of man... . 7" So itis with the fie- 
tional Edna Pontellier’in Kate Chopin's The Awakening. 
She is listening to her husband moving about his room, 
“every sound indicating impatience and irritation. "' 


. they are internalized 


y maternal self js in con- 


Another time she would have gone in at his request. She 

would, through habtt, have yielded to his desire; not with 

any sense of submission or obedience to his compelling 

« wishes, but unthinkingly, as we walk, move, sit, stand, go 
‘through the daily treadmill of the lite which has been por- 
tioned out tous. 

She accedes “unthinkingly.’? This means she takes for 
granted, not simply the reality of male damination and 
conjugal rights, but a vision of life as a treadmill, of a fate 
“portioned out’? in a fashion that has nothing to do with 
choice. These notions are associated with sex roles, not 
with the sexuality of the woman concerned, not with the 
body as an “original source of perspective,” the means by 
which Sobjectivity enters the world. Because they have to 
do with roles and not perceived realities, they cor neet with 
the everyday ore non-sense realities in which people 
live most of incr ives hey tend, therefore, to overwhelm 
or to suppress a variety’of alternative interpretations, alter- 
native realities —like those of art; or dream, or play. They 
do so because the conceived world, the constructed world, 
is so frequently at odds with the perceived world: and it is 
difficult, especially for women, to grant perceived realities 
the integrity they deserve. 

Consider Edna Pontellier again—beginning her life ona 
Kentucky plantation, grasping her space at first through a 
bodily situation that involved a sea of grass through which 
she could run, which she could feel. 
would see it, the smells and colors of that place were 
“themselves different modalities of [her] co-existence with 
the world.”” ‘The distances, the different points in the 
spaces of the plantation were “relations between those 
points and a central perspective,” the body of the little 
girl. In any case, this was where Edna came in touch with 
the world, where she first grasped it in a here-and-now 
sense. And this was where, at ten years old, Edna had a 
fantasy love affair with a cavalry officer and, when 
threatened by the stern prayers of her Presbyterian father, 
ran to take refuge in the grass. Then the social world takes 
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In the absence of 


As Merleau-Ponty. 


Once internalized, even ee 
to do with subordinatio 


in 


acts of ine | 
ON ve 


level, she is unable to recall that they have been con- ” 


< 
oven: she marries, begins plaving the role of wife, taking 
on whatthe author describes as a“ feuuous self.’ Her 
awakening occurs at the seashore, when she urns away 
from the Creole mother-women and responds to a. thir- 
tatious Voung man. For the first time she begins “to realize 
her position ino the universe as a human being.) Mare 
significantly, she is seduced by the voice of the’sea, cut 
_ iting the soul to wander for a spell in abysses of solitude: 
to lOse itself in mazes of inward contemplation.” She con- 
tuses the strane of a long-suppressed sexuality with a 
tndden authenticity, the emergence of a true Selts and’ at 
leneth. in despair ar abandonment, in fear of possible 
promiscuity, in defiance of the “soul's slavery) of domes: 
Heity, she swims out to sea and drowns. Her suicide is mot 
anly due to repression and depression, although tt can be 
explained that was. Kis due also to the falsitication octa- 
stoned by the role she was forcedeto play, viven thedate 
mineteenth-century moment, ber socal her hus- 
hand’ s demands. [has, fn part, a ersis of meaniagtulness: 
she has no way of grounding what she teels; she has no was 
of contromtiny her own relationship Zo the world. 

Merleau-Ponts sayy thar the evperience of 
Is OUD Presenes 
are constituted 


\ 


class, 


perception 
atthe moment-when things, truths, values + 
rors. He writes that “perception tsa 
nascent lovos’ so chat it teaches us, outside all dogmatism, 
the true conditions of obyectv ity itself, that il summons us 
tothe tasks of Knowledge and acon. Tas not simply that 
perceptual expertence is in some sense primordia, that at 
tefers to our ortemal Lindscapes. the background of our 
lived hves. Nor ts it simply that perception remains foun- 
dational to a developing rationality. Perceptual realits 
ought always to be considered one of the multiple realities 
avattable tous: a recoenizable set or experiences, once thes 
are reflected upon, characterized by a distinetive mode of 
attention, one too many people have repressed or refused. 
I believe that the ability to come in touch with ‘the mo: 
ment When things, truths, vabies are constituted for us’? 
permits us to break some of the hold of the taken-tor- 
granted when it comes to the already constituted catezories 
by which we interpret the world. Pn the case of Pana 
Pontellier, an ability to remain grounded ino her eartiest 
relations to her surroundings might have given her some 
awareness of the way she had but up a meaningful world. 
Jtmiyht have kept ler in touch with her own perspective, 
her own vantage point, and allowed her to resist the at 
bitrariness, the distortions of some of the roles she os 
forced to play. The spiritualization of women like ba. 
the infantilization, the mystification that convinced her of 
inevitability: all these might have been allayved if she had 
been somehow able to realize that she lived ine a con- 
structed reality, that m was possible to choose alone with 
others, possible even to transcend. 


My sense of the oppressiveness of gender roles does not 
move me to think about recovering a ‘natural,’ spon 
taneous, untrammeed self uncorrupted by the world. I 
cannot conceive dna Porntellier. or Anais Nin or anyone’ 
else existing aa human being apart from social relations 
and social roles. MY point has te do with what William 
James calls the “sense of our on reality, that sense of out 
own life which we at every moment possess.” He talks 
about the things that have “Untimate and continuous con 
nection’ with our lives, things whose reality we do not 
doubt. And ne says that the world of those living réalitnes 
becomes the “hook from which the rest dangles, the ab 
solute suppiprt.” Without a sense of those realities, we are 
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Hhelv to lose touch with our own projects, to begome "in- 
visible’ in Ralph Elhison’s stnse.eto think of MP: 
others define us, not as we create ourselves. 2, 

If we can gbe present to ourselves and look through’ 
perspecuives rooted in our own reality, we may be in a post 
ion to confront arhitrariness and oppression. The ahter- 
native may be the narcissism, evotism, touchiness, and the 
rest that Simone de Beauvoir attributes to pawerlessness. 
Talking about the woman who ts shut up inthe Jitchen og | 


Selves as ¢ 


boudois, de Beauvoir says that, singe She is deprived “or 


all possibility. of concrete communication with others," 
she experiences ho solidarity. “She sould: Hardly beses- 
pected, then, to transcend herself toward the eeneral 
welfare. She stays obSanately within the one realm that os 
tamihar to.her, where she can control things and in the 
midst of Which she eRjovs @ precarious sovereignty.” Su 
a-person is seldom We to vrasp the masculine universe 
“which she respects from atar, without daring to venture 
into at.” She deWelops a mavical conception of reahty 
which she gers into the male wortd: the caturse of 
evebts seems to her to be mesitable, OT TP think-ot the 
narrator of. Grace Palew’s story,  DPhe Used Bos Raasers,” 
listening to her present husband and her ex-husband 
(whom she names “Palhd’™ and “‘Pavid’’) batthne over 
rehvion. She is drawn into ther quarrel when they remind 
her that she as Jewishy and she tells them that she believes 
in the Diaspora and as apainst [srael Cton technical 
vrounds,’” because she obsects to the Jews bere Tike every 
other temporal nationality. She says: 


Tews have one hope only to remain a remnant in the base 
ment oof World no, Po omean something cle oa 
splinter in the toe of cvihvatons, a victim to agyravate the 
COTES CIOMEE 

Fiviadhind Pathad were astonished atomy outburst, since | 
rarely eNpress Mv opinion on any serous matrer but ons 
hve outmy destiny, whichas tobe, until expiranon dite, 
lauvhinely the serv suit of man 


atfaurs 


ftomay be that she is associating her own plight as a 
Woman with what she sees as the proper destiny of the 
Jews: but whats streking is the presentation Of a woman 
who stays obstinately in her own realm, who submits to 
what she thinks of as her destiny. She says marriage ‘‘pust 
Hes aman down’: she organizes the “preedy day with its 
tasks of motherhood and domesticity, she watehes her hus: 
Cand trom oa distance, moving off ‘Son paths which are fot 
uy concern.” There are others, somany others in and out 
4 diterature. The diffiently is (as at was for kdna, and for 
Nora in The Doll’s Mouse) that their justifications are 
always in the hands of others, They keep waiting for male 
approval, male gratitude, male support. Without ground 
ing, without a sense of themselves, they live, at best, ina 
kind of nevation. Phey are not self-conscrous cnough, self 
reflective cnough, sisterly, cnough to undo the work of 
socialization; thei personal developinent iso necessarily 

frustrated; they are submerged in their roles, , 
Ayain, if we are in touch with ourselves and in concrete 
communication with others, we have a pround ayaaiist 
which to consider the mivstiiications that work onus, the 
mequities that prevail even. today mn this presumably 
fiberared tine. Pbeheve that atis necessary to look into the 
datknes, into the terible bhikness that creeps over so 
many women’s lives, into the wells of sietimizgtion and 
powerlesgess. bam never surprised, for some renmson, to 
discover ‘ many books written by wornen that the death 
ofa female herome creates mo sir in the aniverse, © ousicder 
. 1s 
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“sdutenceg: Mr. 


say hatyines 


. — 
Edna Pontellier’s suicide. 
nof even a funeral scene. 
The. House of Mirth. 
Selden’s pi ints a sta: 


There is no scene of-receenition, 
Thinkoot Daly Bart’s*suicide in 
There is a sheht. sad stirring on 

Tdeat has fallen from a tree. Consider 
To the Lighthouse(and the death of Mrs. Ramsay. 
the vlowing, ambis 


: ent center of si settron ot the 
book. The secomdacion, called  fidie Passes.) deals 
sith dark might. and an empty house, the windssand the 
Suddenls Be el cs there are the folbowape 

Ramsay stumbling alone a0 passage 
stretched his arms out one dark morning: Pur, Mrs. Ram, 
died rather suddeniy the niht ‘hetore, He 
Street iga@ his arms out. They remained CMpty lar not 
saving thay all women’s deaths eo unnoticed im womey s 
nosels Calthouvh TP would note 


who ds 


WHYS 


that there as undoubtedly 


more suicide and inadness in women’s lrertture than in 


Verstonmotia 


tricnd dike 


men's). dams that there as no temale 
Hamlet in women’s Trerature, mo one relline 
‘tootell my 


Horatio to absent herve! from telrany a while! 
STOrS is there normally an 


oy Nor in women’s lites Hite, is the 
Ishiiniael who escapes to ue vive the tragedy 
Incanine under the sky docuspect that ps what 
Es In ooind when she eee ected her teuon about 

Shakespeare's Contemplhanne a woman of the 
teenth century with the capacity to render the tum con 
dition ain a plas, Woolt Mrites Chat 
“would certamls rave vone crazed, 
her days in some Jonely cottage outside the village, halt 
witch. half wizard, feared and mocked at.) Perhaps this te 
partoft our percerved reality too. ' 

Bat there are other dls. more remediable ms, to be son 
fronted by the wornan vrounded qnouvh to see Sty ba 
Virgina Woolf avai, this time compariny the wah Whe 
faced by a woman writer with those plague men, 


Teeestine 


SOTHC 


Vireinia 
SIStCL. 


any ctich 
shot tepself, or ended 


Woman 


and tlaubert an 
Oo hard to bear was in her 


The indifference ot the world whieh Keats 
other men of venia: hace found 
case notinditierence bat hostility Phe world did not say te 
her ds rtosaid cothem, Write rt vou choose: romakes no dif 
ference tome Phe workdbaid withiautiaw, Write? Whar 
the wood of Vour canting? Here the pis cholowise: micht 
come tooour help, TP thoueht. fookine ayaa at the blank 
spies on the Por surely itis tine that the effect of 
Uiwouravement oon the mand of the arnst should be 
moasdred, at have seen a digny company measure the effect 
obordinary mite and Grade A mlb upon the bods of tre rat 


belve. 


To change the untverse of discourse tor an instant, listen 
to Catharine Ro Stinpson, talking about Natronal bndow 
ment forthe Arts grants to men and women: 


Hocensns data show 66 percent of musicuins are male, Kx 
percent of individual NEA prants are to men. On the other 
hand, af census date show 63 percent of pamters and 
Sculptors are inate, they yor bur 60 percentot the micdisadial 


grants Of the three simple years, 197) was the best tor 
worten as a whole, which may chew an cttect of the 
wemen's maverent and the mew consciousness about se. 


roles, in 1970, women record fist under PS percent of the 
individtial awards, mm 196K about [& percent. A preliminary 
conclinion that might be drawn i that NEA has not only 
reflected Hut sustamed a masculimzed ideology of He work 
Ing artist, Microcosm may Nuntine Hic rocosin 


And then Stimpson goes on to talk about the way mate 
perspectives have dominated the arts and distorted ‘four 
visions of sex and pender.”’ 
women have dissimilar experience which affect 
perceptions of themselves and of each others and, 


thei 
until 


A 
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women are ciyen full access to the arts, their range will be 

himfed, their complexities less than thes should be Vea” 

This as parton whidt dias NOt das Part ota 

Hut as sa mrobleniatic 

»teplication of vender categories, at odds with our seme at 
whabis real, 


to be contronted, 


“yiven and: unchangeable realirs, 


— Jam arguing for an intensitied awareness of our 


st fealities, the shape of our own lived worlds. Not onl, 
nught tne make possible a clear perception ot othe ar. 
bitrariness. the absurdity (as well as the INCQUIEN involv edd 
in genderizing such tields as the arts, the scences, ves) and 
school admuristranon. dt mivht ahooprovoke us inte con 
frontabons of our authentic corporeal selves. As ps 
known, Women writers and. particudariy, femunist writ 
ers. - hase diversified approitches te the brosocial nature of 
women. Please note. foam not now sppukine of sex or 
Lam speaking of sexuality. x 

ofthe bods that cartes subyecthaty mito the world, 


well 


vender roles; Ie ena 
vddo 
so, Pwant to try do separate what we thing about a oe 
the mianifold steredtypes, Jthose that) assauate af wath 
biolovical destiny, with evil, with the spurrtnal, the passives 
the irrational. And, certainds, | want re distinguish it from 
the kind of male view eseroplified by Harry Wilborne i 
Wilham baulkner’s The Wald Pals. In that book, Harry 
Muses Ton that ethicieney of women in the mechamies, the 
domeding of cohabitation. Not thrift, not husbandry, 
something far bevond that, who (he entire race ol them) 
employed wath infallible instinet, a completed. icere 
brated rapport for the type and nature of male partner and 
situation... : 

Alice Rossi. writtny an a recent Qaedalus, uses a 
“hiosocial perspective through which to consider some of 
the new cpalitarian ideologras that deny innate sex dit- 
ferences and demand that fathers play equal roles when it 
comes to child care. Making the point th: tt “ex is an in- 

Variant aseription from birth to death,” she goes on to talk 
about the cultural determinists among social scientists and 
activists, Who (she says) “confuse equality. with identity 
and diversity with inequality.” Diversity, she writes, ‘is a 
biological fact, while equality is ia political, ethical, afd 
social precept.” tis not necessary to recapitulate Row es 
Interesting and complex argument in order te make the 
point: based partly on the grounds of studie in) en- 
docninology and physiology, which argues for the central 
Place of women in parenting. She talks about innate 
predispositions on the part of mothers to relate intensely to | 
their infants, about the influence pon women of hor 
monal cychicity, pregnancy, and birth. At no time does she 
recommend that all women have children, although she 
does recommend, that women who choose to have children 
avoid piving them over to communal clildrearing centers, 
where youngsters may become “neplected, joyless crea- 
tures." And she docs acknowledge the social deprivation 
of many women and argue for social support systems af 
many kinds, 

To bring this article up not merely for is inteinsic im 
portance but also because it seems tome to relate to the 
themes P have been trying to explore. The confusion Rossi 
talks about the confusion of diversity with equality isa 
function of the general tendency to perma, cultural factors 
to overwhelin the lived world. Once we come in touch, not 
only with the Jived world but alse with our primordial 


Thisis siply because men and / landscapes and with our coporcal involvements, we canttot 


avoid coming in touch with our sexuality as well. After all, 
oun distinctiveness as sexnal beings affects the ways in 


20 i : 


o 


, 


which erasp the world around ws: at influences the 
modalities of our “co-existence” with that werld. Dome 

nation by our sex ro/es, Tam eynviaced, Is What moves so 
many of Us.to deny or belittle or lament our sexual reality. 
Current cally tor afii-sexism are heard in the demarm of 
social reality: thes have much the same effect as traditional 
expressions of shame and euilt. Phe consequence ts, vers 
Often, that we divert attention trom sigmiticunt questions 
vf tamily polies and child-care policy to misplaced calls tor 
equity. Nothing P have said-tand nothine Alice Rosse hats 
said--as meant to sugvest thatone was of life is best or that 
all women who choose to bear children should forever BING. 
up ideas of working oor compesing oor becoming 
Shakespeare's sisters. Again. itis a matter of grounding, 


We 


@! foonng aur chotces in perceived realities, on what we é 


grasp as our own lived worlds. 

There ds another rhodern novel that deals with some ot 
this, albeit in a mystertous and troubling was: Surface, 
bythe Canadian writehAfargarer Atwood. Uhe heroine rs 
Canadian, returning trom. a lone sojourn in the Cmited 
States to the wilderness where she vrew up. En search of her 
lost father, she gs accompanied by three sophisticated, ur 
ban triends; but she is absorbed in the recovery of herown 
past, her own tandscape, as she asain strugvling against all 
labels, falsifications and, tinally, all enclosures. An abor- 
fon she has had sivnities victimization to hers American 
hunters on the lake sigmify male violation and destruction: 
ordinary languaye signifies deformation, She dreams of re- 
jyecting passivity by having a baby herself, “squatung on 
old newspapers ina corner alone; or on leaves, dfy Teaves, 
aheapot them... 7" Alone on her hind, ste slips oat ot 
her clothes, out of human habitation, into imchoateness, a 

‘pantheist reality what she thinks of as her own space, her 
ritual plunge. And finally: ° 
Pris above all, ro refuse to be a victim. Unless Pean do that 
Dean do nothing Phase to recant, to give up the old: beliet 
that Lam powerless and because of it nothing Eoan do will 
ever hurt anyone A hie which was always more disastrous 
than the trath would have been. Phe word games, the win 
ning and losing games dre finished; at the moment there are 
no others but they will hase to be invented, withdrawing: os 
no longer possible and the alternative is death, fF drop the 
blanket on the floor and vo into my distnantied room, Max 

Spare clothes are here, katte slashes in them but b can sill 

wear them. f dies gurls, unfamiliar with buttons: | 

reenter mly OWN time 


Her lover appears on the shore, ‘ta mediator, an am 
bassador, offering me something: caplivity in any of its 
forms, a new freedom?’ She knows she must return to 
words and houses, that they may well fai again. And the 
only way back she can tind is through a freely chosen 
pregnancy. 

Plus ig extreme, of course. Phe reabity explored tay be 
the reality of psychosis, apain,“talvation bes somewhere in 
the past, ina retracing of the trait. But the dissonance be 
(tween the narrator's perceived dandscape and the taken 
for granted world of gender roles and power is brutally 
clear, What happens when ordinary barniers are breached, 
accepted forms destroyed? Hf alternative constructs are not 
devised, madness may be the consequence. Where is the 
freedom that is not tinked to mampulative power? How do 
we go about remaking the constitured workd? 

Catharine Stimpson talks about a neablor Sa compen 
satory consciousness about sex, gender, and culture, and 
a recovery of women’s contobutions to the arts of Che past 
Carol Gould tatks of the importance of demysniication 
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J those dlusions that bind useto 
Virginia Woolt) talks of diving “tins the 
presence of reality’? tind having a reom ot ongs own” 


a 
and “the elimination of 
exploitation. 


Thos clear thatthe interest in soctalization, i sexayping, in 
role differentiation has notable discoveries. We 
understand more than ever have about what has 
frustrated the selt-identiticarion .of asomen, what) has 
prevented free choosing in an opita world. Many of the in- 
quiries have had the effect of moving certain women to 
reexamination of thee own presuppositions, their own 
rofes. There has been-Sand there must be- an increasing 
effort to transtorm: teaching practice, tO revise teaching 
matenals, tomnvent new approaches toowerk and play. 

I Behevevall this must be supplemented bs the kind of 
emanuipatory thinking which enables us to contront the 
wavs in Which we have constructed our social reality) and 
to regain, touch with our lived wards. Pike Virginia 
Woolf, P behets in the power of imaginative hterature, of 
novels that allow one to see “more intensely afterwards,” 

“that make the world seem ‘bared of its con ening and eiven 
anontenser PR A wood work of fiction, writes Sartre, as 
an ‘@rigence hd apie also. iris an actot faith, 


led to 


Wwe 


Andot Taam Niven Cis world with its gigustiees, iis not se 
‘that Pomiht Qaatemplate them coldly, bur that 2Pomiught 
animate then wXhomy indivnaton, that Po mairhe disclose 
therm with them naNare as ingustices, that is. as abuses to be 
suppressed Thus, th&weriter’s univeMe will only reveal isell 
in-allits depth to the dgamunanon, the admiration, and the 
indignation of the reade 


_ bo read Muriel Rukevser or Grace Paley or Virginia 
Woolt ts te be viven @ ett, which we can receise if we are 
attentive, if we are walling lo bracket out evervdayness, 
conformity, and tear, Moredver, as Sartre also says, the 
work of arts anoact of confidence in huatman freedom. 
breedom is the power of vision and the power tahoose. MH 
Invelyes the capacity tO assess sitdanons in such a way that 
lacks can beSdetined, openings identified, possibilities 
revealed. Tt is realized only when action is taken to repair 
the lacks, to move through the opemmnys, to try to pursue 
real possthilities. One of the strengths of imavinative 
literature is thatat can enable us to assume new standpoints 
oon what we take for pranted, to animate certain constructs 
with our imdignateyn, so that we can see them as sources of 
the injustice that plagues us, see them, not as pivens, but as 
constituted by human bernys and changeable by human be- 
ings. Phe imaginative leap can lead to the-leap that is 
proxts, (he effort to remake and transeend, 

This ts another dimension of the effort to define sexual 
equality ino the modern age. Phe aesthetic and the im 
apinative can never subsntute for socal serentitie or 
biosocial inquiry, although they may provoke new modes 
of inquiry because of the manner in which imaginative 
forms piesent a reahty ordinanily obscured, Without ar 
‘ientatiutl without expression, the percenved, world is in 
some wav nullified: unul yaven symificant form, it holds 
no sipnificance except in the preretlective domain. Phat as 
why Hiterature may provide a resource, an inroad into a 
province of meaning that es assocrated, not so much with 
the “reality interpreted by men and subjectively mean 
toy tid te them,’ but with the world of the ‘"naseent 
lopos. the lived world of women. And considering: tht 
world, | toocend with more dines trom Muriel 
Rukeyser, these from Rathe Kollwitz’: 


choose 


What would happen fone worn told the trath about her hte? 
Phe world would spl open 
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Ambiguous Sex in the Newborn: Genital Anomalies : 


NA 


Ps a ees 7 Mariel. New 4 | _ 


Although it is a rare problem, ambiguous sex 
newborn is an emergence The -decision as tO Sex assign- 
ment at birth has abviot nplications: in addition 
to establishing Jegal sex, it deekmes the Ivpe of socializa- | 
tion the child wilf be given and its eventual -gender role 
identification, A rational apprSach to the problem permits 
a careful assessment of it and a judicious choice of sex 
i 

Barly sexual identification gan be divided into Several 
aspects which appear in the chronological order shown in 
Figure I. 

HIGURE | 
Aspects of sexual rdenditicahon as thes appear chronatowic alls 
: r.) 
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Gender role 


It can be noted that the nursery room sex which is the 
key in the child's later gender role depends on the external 
genitalia generally evaluated by an obstetrician’s glance in 
the delivery room. When all aspects of sexual identifica: 
tion are the same (isosexual), then (he nursery room sex 
assignment is correct. However, in situations in which all’ 
aspects of sexual identification are not alike, the exteaqnal 
body sex may be misleading. 


A. Female Pseudohermaphroditism 

A common and representative example is the infant 
female pseudohermaphrodite with conpenital adrenal 
hyperplasia (New, 1968:395). In this disorder the fetal 
adrenal produces excess androgens which cause the exter: 
nal genitalia in the fernale to masculinize. A superticial 
visual examination, such as an obstetrician’s glance in the 
delivery room, results in identification of the child asa 
male, , 

Using the above scheme (Figure 1) the sexual identifica. 
ion would be as follows (Figure 2): 
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: FIGURE 2 
Female pseudohermaphrodite due to congenital adrenal 
hyperpl wi au with invorreet assigmment tomate sex at birth, 


Genetioses PEMADE © 46 NN. chromatin postive 
Gonadalses PEMENDE ovaries 
, internal PE NINE ER outer aid tallopran fibes 
Body sex va 
i. 
external MENTE E  cnlareed chiro... bused 
° Jabitind uroventtal ana. 
Delysers roomses NEAL bP onerscr 
. Fevalsex MALE 
Sesotreanm: StAEE 
Gender role MALE 
. . . . a . 
The assignment of this infant to the male sex is par: 
ucularly tragic. since with proper treatment the infant 


could become a reproductive female capable of marriage 
and motherhood, The errer could have been avoided by a 
systematic approach to the problem. The gonadal sex can 
be ascertained by means of a buceal smear to determine 
whether the infant is chromatin positive (bears at least two 
X chromosomes) or chromatin negative (bears only one X 
chromosome). 


Gonadal sex (Figure 2) is difficult to ascertain without 
exploratory laparotomy except in the case-of congenital 
adrenal hyperplasia, which can be identified by other 
means (see below). Internal so sex (Figure 2) can be 
evaluated by a vaginogram which may demonstrate an in- 
dentation in the contrast medium produced by the cervix. 
This is good evidence for the presence of a uterus, 

The diagnosis OK{emale pseudohermaphroditism due to’ 
congenital adrenal hyperplasia can be made readily, if 
suspected, by two tests: (Me buceal smear indicating female 
genetic sex, and (2) a measurement of urinary 17- 
ketosteroids which are metabolites of the adrenal an- 
drogens excreted into the urine. In congenital adrenal 
hyperplasia, the urinary 17-ketosteroids are markedly in: 
creased becatse adrenal androgens are overproduced, 

Congenital adrenal hyperplasia is an inborn error “ 
metabolism transmitted by an autosomal recessive pene, 
which there is a specific defect of steroid SecraCuatibn. 
Adminisfration of hydrocortisone in proper amounts sup- 


, 


we, 
‘ 


\ 


“ketosteraids are not elevated, 


£ 


presses the excessive androgen production and permits 
normal growth and development. Since the genetic, 
eonadal, and internal body sex are normad, repair of the 
external genitaka avd medical treatment complete restora: 
nn to female tuption. This is a deficiency disease requir- 
ine lifelong medical therapy. The plastic Surgery ragair ot 
the external genitalia can be postponed until pabert? at the 


clitorls isnot so large that it represents a disturbing maltor- 


mation to the mother or child and affects the gender role 
of the child. tf the clitepis is reladsely small and the,mother 
Is MOL upset by its presence, it frequently is inconspicuous 
at puberty when if is obscured by pubic hair, and clitoree- 
tomy may not be neeessary. Repair of the labial TUsign and 
urogenital sinus should always be pestponed until regular 
Sexual intercourse occurs to prevent recurrence of 
labial fusion, — = * 


the 


Ambiguous genitalia due ta. congenital adrenal hyper- 


plasia is the most common intersex problem seen (Wilkins, 


1972:282). Because female iis Spee aue due tt 
congenital adrenal hyperplasia Wa correctable condition, 
in Which pregnancy is possible, it is essential that female 
sex 1s assigned as early as possible. It is better to delay tell- 

Ing the parents and other rei itives the sex of the baby unul 
Proper systematic diagnostic tests are carried out than to, 
make an impulsive erroneous diagnosis. The two tests 
necessary, the buccal smear and the 17-ketosteroids, can be 
carried out in 48 hours, a time worth waiting for the proper 
lifelong sex assignment. Should the female with congenital 
adrenal hyperplasia be inisdiagnosed as a male, it is inad- 

visable to change the sex after one and a half years of aye, 
ample evidence exists that such a change is ineffective in 


changing the gender eae identification of the child after 


eighteen months of sotiaization (Money, 19682539). 
Female pseudohermaphroditisny with external genitalia 
‘similar to the female with congenital adrenal hyperplasia 
may result from the administration of androgens or pro- 
gestational hormones to the mother during the: first. tri- 
Mmesler of prevnancoy (VanWyk, 19682892), The diagnostic 
tests are the came. fn this case, however, the urinary 17 
Treatment consists only of 

‘surgical correction, : : 


‘B. Male Pseudohermaphroditism 


The diagnostic approach to female pseudohermaphro- 
ditism indicated ahove may be utilized for male pseudoher- 
maphroditisnr as well. The steps for complete male dif- 


ferentiation may be enuEr nied as follows (kedérman, 
1959: 105): 


1. Gonadal differentiation into testis. 

2.. Repression of Mullerian duct: precursors of uterus 
and fallopian tubes, 

3. Development of vaydeterens, seminal vesicle, 
epididymus from Wolffian duct anlage. 

4. Phallic growth, : 

Postertor migration of lablo-scrotal 

phallus is anterior to scrotum, 

6. Midline fusion of urethra. 

7. Descent of testes 


and 


folds so that 


Failure of any of these steps constitutes a form: of male 
pseudohermaphroditism. However, undescended testes 
and first: degree hypospadias are common anomalies, 
readily recognized and not usually classified as problems 
of ambiguous sex. Generally, the mite pscudohermaph 
rodite has a small phallus with marked hypospadias and 
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‘testosterone (New, 


chordee. He may show other evidences of failure of-male 
differentiation such as the presence of vaeina and uterus, 
The Fetal) Stishas two major roles in the sexual ditterens 
tration of te male. The first is the Production of 
testosterone to causg the masculinization of the external 
venitaha and growth of Wolffian elements. The second is 


the production of a fonsteroidal substance to suppress the 


development of the uterus. Clinical examples of failure of 
the fetal testis in-each and both-of these functions have 
been recorded. There are clinical svndromes Which may be 
familial in which the male pseudohermaphrodite shows the 
following pattern: 


MALE- 46 X35 


Crenette sen 
’ 


chromatin Nee tise 


f 
wv, er fe ee 
Gonadal sex MALE testes 
, 
_toternmal mate 
id N“ 
Bods sex 
fexternal $anbmewous or more temale 


# . F 
The male pseudohermaphrodite may present this clinical 
picture because of an enzymatic defect in synthesis of 
1970:1930). Thus all the aspects of sex- 


ual differentiation dependent on fetal testosterone are ab- 


“be amunambiguous female. In this disorder 


sent, but the uterine development is suppressed because 
that step in differentiation is not testosterone- dependent. 
An example of such a male is the patient with deficiency of 
3 B-ol-dehydrogenase,“an enzyme necessary for testoster- 
one synthesis (Bongiovanni, 1962:2086). S 

Forms of gonadal dysgenesis may demonstrate failure of 
the fetal tesus in both its. functions. Stich a patient usually 
shows a chromosomal mosaicism with XY/XO. This male 
would be’ chromatin negative. He mav have a testis and a 
streak gonad, a yterus and fallopian tuhes, and ambiguous 
genitalia., Diagnosis of this Condition, termed mixed go- 
nadal- dysgenesis, usually requires exploratory lap Irotomy 
(Federman, 1959:137). 

Testicufar feminization. The most extreme form of male 
pseudohermaphroditism, testicular feminization, demon- 
strates no sexual ambiguity at all. The patient appears to 
, there is total 
unresponsiveness of the tissues to the testostérone. pro- 
duced in normal quantities by the testis. The result is an 
apparent and virtual testosterone deficiency. Thus the only 
step of male differentiation accomplished by the fetal testis 
is the non-testosterone dependent one, .e., Uterus suppres: 
sion. Fhus the male with testicular feminization appears to 
be a perfect female, but he has no uterus; and at puberty 
the testes may descend. Although the children are always 
raised as females, the diagnosis of male pseudoher- 
maphroditism is made at puberty when there is amenor- 
rhea and the absence of uterus is discovered. The diagnosis 
may be suspected in a female infant if another female in 
the family has been recognized, because it is a familial 
disorder. The only treatrnent required in these patients is 
castrauion since there isa high risk of malignancy in the 
undescended testis after-thirty years of age, En the scheme 
the following events would be documented: 


Genet see MALR S0°XY chromatin negative 
Gonuadalsex MADE testes Qundescended) 


Conternal nocuterus or vas deferen. 
Body sex 
extemal female 


L : 
always ascend ta female sex 
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© ©. True Hermaphroditt 
Patients wit true beemapdtroditism havy both vonadal 
tissues—> testis” Inde owas. heir wenetiessex ois usually 
‘female 46 XX, but they may demonstrate Mosiggcism with 
> XX XY. The internal wand external genitaha follow no séy 
pattern. The diagnosis Is usdalls made by exploratory 
laparotomy. 


ar 


Sex assignment in-male preudohe rmaphrodutism and in’ 


} true hermaphroditism: The assignment of sex and sex of 
rearing Should depend an the prospect for bestsexual fune- 
tion. Tf a male pseudohermaphrodite has a phallus so small 
that surgical correcuion for sexual funcgion is impossible, 
then a fertale sex assignment should*be made —irrespective 
of genetic or gonadal sex. Fertility is rarely. possible for 


- @ ger, 
* s. Brooto 


e 
ve * 


! the presence of testis should not constitute sutti- 

erent evidence for male sex assignment, : 
Since the desciston in the delisers room as to sex adsien: 
ment isso important, it should receive careful deliberation 
and aosystemate diagnostic approach. There is no in-be- 
tween vender in our society. The physigan must make the 
est decision and try to educatethe family to the biolowical 
and cultural continuity between male and female. Having 
made the sex assignment, the physician should assure the 
family it was the correct and best one. Jn interses dis- 
orders, the veneticist, the pediatrician, the internist, the en- 
docnnologist, the Surgeon, and the fas area COOper- 
ating as a team, can vive patients the ma&kimum benetit ot 


their experience and otter the optimal solULOn tO the 


male pseudohermaphroditys*because the Wolffian struc- problent. 
tures, vas deterens, epididyvmus are rarely. well formed. t 
; > - 
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I found the preparationfos ghis presentation to be an ex- 
trenfely frustrating je ed My frustrations did not 
arise from a scarcity of literature @en sex differences. There 
are thousands of pages in numerous journals reporting on 
sex differences of various kinds. Rather, my ffustrations 
stesn from the lack of consistency in findings on sex dif- 
ferences, the ae ae of the research, and the poor 
reporting of research in this area. How can one discuss the 
psychological basis of sex differences when one can. tind 
few sex ditferences in psychotdgical attributes which have 
been replicated, and when one has very little confidence in 
“the research? Let me review several aspects of the literature 
on sex differences that trouble me, ; 

After one has categorized the results of the studies,‘one 
is left with contradictory findings about sex differences. 
When the results of studies are as inconsistent as these are, 
one would like to be able to examine the methodology and 
samples used to try to determine the reasons underlying the- 
discrepant findings. Most of the studies are so poorly 
reported that it is impossible to determine the relevant 
characteristics of. the samples used or.of the settings in 
which the study was done. Many of the studies that report 
findings on sex differences were not primarily designed to 
study sex differences. The authors of these studies decided 
‘to report their findings va by males and by females 
and these are the sources fpr most of the reported sex dif- 
ferences. In addition, most of the studies that have re- 
> ported on sex differences in aptitudes or achievernent have 

used instruments that have been’ constructed to minimize 
or eliminate sex differences in performance. [f one wants 
to study sex differences in aptitudes of achievements, then 
one should use materials and tasks that are likely to max- 
imize these differences. ft is only through the use of these 
kinds of materials that one will be able (6 determine what 
kinds of coatent or mental processes yield significant dif- 
rferences in\performance between the two sexes. To 
construct such instruments would require a well-developed 
theoretical base but such a basé has been sadly lacking in 
the majority of studies on sex differences. At this time, I 
think the evidence on sex differences is so tenuous that 
there are few valid statements that can be made about 
them. Therefore, I will tafk about the myths, beliefs, and 
" stereotypes that relate to sex differences. 

Maccoby and Jacklin (1974), in their extensive review of 
the literature on sex differences, classified them under the 
headings of (1) myths—those that were not supported by 
research; (2) documented beliefs—those that they judged 
the literature supported; and (3) undocumented beliefs. - 
those that were either untested or for which results were so 
ambiguous that no definitive statements could“be my 
about them. Let me use their categories to diseu 
status of the field. 

First, the myths, One common myth is that females are 
more social than males. The findings of various studies 


the 


Cu. 
Psychological Aspects 


th- 


td 


Hagen — 


Ne 


shown that tye trendship patterns ih sails and females 


differ, with the malys showing a wide rafive of friendships 


e 


Of acquaintance selationships, and females tending to have 
restricted friendahip patterns, But even this difference in 
pattern of sOtial relations is not well established. Pn addi- 
tion, the difference 1s more prohably attributable to dit- 


ferences in rearing and controlling males and femates in| 


the Jamily than to any basic pyschological differences be- 
“tween males and females. ; 

A second myth is that females are more sugvestible than 
males. There is nothing in the literature that would Support 
this statement. Laboratory experiments on suggestibility 
reveal no sex-ditterences in sugegesuibility. 

A third invth is that females have lower self-esteem. or 
confidence or poorer self-concepts than males. ft is ex- 


tremely difficult to compare the studies that. investigated 


these attributes. First, the definitions of the attributes and 
the operations used to appraise them have varied aerass 
studies. The settings in which the studies have been con- 


ducted have Varied. It is no wonder that the findings have 


been extremely inconsistent, One of the major weaknesses 


_ of the studies.is that the mvestizators have tended to view 


simply do not support this“tatement, A few studies have ~ 
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self-esteem or self-concept as unitary traits that are con- 
Stant jieross settings. A litthe thought about our own 
behavior could be enlightening. If one thinks about the 
variety of tasks and variety of settings that each of us faces 
insife, gt should be quite clear that each of us has a high 
level of self-esteent or self-confidence or self-concept when 
faced with certain tasks or certain settings and a lower level 
when. fated with others. In others words, we have a 
number of different self-concepts, There is absolutely no 
evidence that females rate themselves lower in self-esteem 
ina larger number of settings than do males. 

I could go on discussing similar areas; however, nothing 
would be gained by it. In summation, there is no support 
for any of the following statements: (1) Males have inter- 
nal Jocus of control, females external locus of control; (2) 
Males are superior in solving high level cognitive problems 
whereas’ females are superior at rote learning; (3) Males are 
more analytic,in their thinking, females more holistic; (4) 
Males are field independent, females field dependent, and 
(5) Males have aj higher level of achievement mofvation 
than females. Mumbers 4 and 5 meryépecial comment 
because they illustrate cleatly some of the serious dif- 
ficulties with the research in the field. Field dependence- 
independence is usualky appraised by the Rod and Frame 
Test or the Embedded Kigur@ Test. Both of these tests 
doad hepyily on a spatio-visual reasoning factor. It is well 
known that females seore lower On spatio-visual tasks than 
do males. Can females then be judged as more field depen- 
dent than males when the appraisal of the attribute is 
heavily contaminated with another ability? My answer is 
no. One would have to compare inale and female groups 
that are sequal ‘on. basic spatio-visual reasoning skills to 
determine whether these are differences in field depend- 
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ence-independente. If one controls tor spatio-visual abil 
ity, then one will most-likely find the sex differences in 
freld dependence-independence will disappear. 

The fiterature on achievernent: motivations is) cquails 
suspeet, Or at least people’s reading of iis. In laboratory 
studies, under neutral conditions, females reveal cither a 
higher achevement motivation level than maleSor one that? 
#s equal to that of mates. It the stimulus used ta appraise 
acmevement moutauon is) presented ander condiments 
designed to arouse compeliveness or ero threat. then 
males tend to increase their tevels ot aces cep MOU ae 
tion more than do females. Most of the statements about 
sex differences in such studies do net support the 
statements. The findings could just as well be interpreted 
as ditferenual responses to laboratory induced factors I 
sehould also be recoxnivzed that albeneasuring mstrumernts 
have cedings and that the person whe starts tow ona Scale 
has more rooms te increase than one Who starts high on the 
scale, - : 

Better data on achievement motivation can be obtamed 
by examining the large Hafis baaxcoon correbitians between 
predictors of achievement anu critera ot perbermance, 
Thora base unequivocally reveabe that correlations tor 
females are siemgticantly higher than quose hor onale, tr 
other words, fenrales Comsistenths stow levels of ichie hy 
ment that would have been predicted from) previous knows 
factors. Certamly these correlational data ondigate that 
achievement motivabon by as high on tusher in femates 
thant isin males 

The myths related to sex differences are not easily dis- 
pelled. Althaugh thes have no basis in tact. they continue 
to influefice how and what people think about males ane 
females, thus, they continug to contribute to stereotype. 
about sew-roles and sex differences. This important to 
recognize this, hecuuse the stereotypes influence how peo 
ple behave toward males and females. , 

No let us examine some of the sex differences that are, 
supposedly, more unambiguously supported by the re 
search literature. First we will discuss sex differences in 
verbal ability. fhe findings have been rather consistent 
that females perform better than males on tests of spelling, 
language usage, and effecnveness of expression. Phe find- 
ings have been less consistent on tests of verbal ability, and 
when differences have been found, they have generally 
been small, less than one-half of a standard deviation, 
Although the differences may have been statistically 
Significant, the spnatiness of the difference is not reflected 
In observable behavioral differences. Most of the discaurs 
sions of these differences focus on mean scores for males 
and females and completely ignore differences in variabit- 
ity of performance. Males tend to show greater variability 
in performance on verbal tests than do females: therefore 
you tend to find more boys with extreme scores. This ac 
counts for the finding that there are more boys in remedial 
reading classes than girls and a few mote boys than pirls in 
gifted classes. One serious limitation in the literature is the 


tendency to treat verbal ability as a single unitary ability > 


when it is actually a collection of a number of somewhat 
independent abilities. Another serious dimitdtion of the 
literature is that most of the instruments that have been 
used to appraise verbal ability are those in which items 
have been selected to mininiize sex differences in total 
seore. It seers Obvious to state that these are inappropriate 
Instruments to appraise sex differences in verbal ability. 


To ine the most interesting ateas in which consistent sex 
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differences have been tourd afe spate 
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il réasoning 
and mechanical reasoning. -Athough thefeoare many. in- 
SEPUMCNES purporting to Megsure spatio-yisual ability, the 
correlations among thy instruments are modest, indicating 
that Weare not dealing with a singe untiary ability but a 
eGllecuon of abilities. Some spatio-visual tasks can be 
solved verbally. Sind on these types of tasks ane finds no 
Consistent sex differences. Orher spatio-visttal tasks are too 
somples and too novel fo express in verbal terms. As one 


-imeestivacor stated, “Have sou ever tried to describe a 


sprra} staircase usipe only words? Pots on these latter 


Jasks that one finds consistent atid) laces sex differences. 


with mate. eenerally sconme dieher than females. Why this 
is Sods not clear _ Phe evidence indicates that many spatia 
Visual tasks represent novel stimull tor the examinee. Phere 
tsa duree-practive effect on these types of tasks with ex. 
amines. score much hieher on a second administration 
than on the tinst.t Phis andjeatess thar experience with 


{Matenals as a factor yn performance. Pducanonal’ pro 


wrains that have “focused on traimimg peeple an problem 
solving usimi spatioesisuadl tasks hase abo succeeded in 
parsday ckatmunees scores. Ad hOurh both Tnales and 
females increase then devels ot pertMrimanee, repeated 
resting OF educational programe do not significantly reduce 
Hie ditfercnce between male apdstemale performance, 

[hese ditferenves in performirnece have led to the senera- 
Honof a number ot Iptersune hypotheses about underly- 
Mie cates of the differences, but no one of the hypotheses 
has been adequately tested as vet. Some hypothesize that 
The sex differences are entirely due to cultural influences 
That atfeer the types of activinies that males and: tenrales 
engage in. Schools, in general, pay litthe or ng attention to 
the development of spationsisual or mechanical abilities, 
Advocates of the cultural hypothesis Peheve that the. sex 
differences in performance of spatio-visual tasks will 
disappear as females are encouraved in schools and out of 
schools fo engage in experiences thar develop these 
abilities, At the present time there is no adequate evidence 
fo support or refute these clans, Phe second hypothesis is 
based on genetic differences berween mates and females. ft 
has been stated that spatio-visual abilities are sex-linked 
hereditary characteristics and are determined at birth. Re- 
cent brain research indicates that there are broiowical dif- 
ferences in brain development between males and ‘emades. 
According bo these researchers. spatio-asual stimult are 
typically processed by the right hemisphere of the brain 
Whereas verbal and quantitative stimuli are processed by 
the left hemisphere. Some g! these researchers state that 
the Jeft hemisphere develops faster in females than in males 
and that lateralization or speciatization in function of the 
two hemispheres develops cartier and more frequently in 
males than in females. According to one researcher, most 
females do not develop lateralization of function at all. 
These are interesting hypotheses, but there is one Observa- 
Hon that bothers ine. Tf the left hemusphere develops faster 
than the ripht in females and if the deft hemisphere pro- 
cesses both verbal and quantitative stimuh, then why don't 
females show exceptional mathematical talent? 

Pthink that by now P have made my mayor point, which 
is that in spite of the large volume of literature, we have lit- 
tle or no sound evidence on sex differences in abilities, 
achievernent, of personality. Lo set this evidence, the 
research needs to have a better theoretical orientation and 
better instrumentation, Until we do have better evidence 
on sex differences, E think it best not to specntate about 


underlying psychological or biological explanations fot 
unknown differences 

In closing, bdo want to state Chat stereotypes abort sey 
Toles and sex differences are alive aud? well Recent 
research oan industry has indicated) clea that the 
stereotypes lead to espectitions of how arales and feniales 
will act and behave. Hi they act contrary £6 the stereotype, 


* ~ 
= 
y 
' 
’ 
‘ 
2 
! 
‘ » 
. ore 


both supervisors and subordinates wall rate then per 
formance as unsatisfactory Phas has ampothant iapltc 
fons. particularly for wonren as Chey attempt to assiume 
careers and: positions that were typreadiy aceupred by 
Males. Phere as a teabueed for cesearehoin this area, both in 
understanding how the stereotypes ate formed and an 
lecuning how to desthdy then, . 
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Socialization for Sex-Role Differentiation 


Patrick C. Lee 


Socialization for ses-tole differentiation asa large and 
comples topic which cannot be fnlly covered in a short 
paper. TP have adopted an organizing perspective which, | 
hope, will shed light on the topic without doing too much 
damage 10 its inherent complexity. From this perspective, 
differentiated sex roles are viewed as cultural inventions, 
and socialization as the process of implementing those in 
venbons. bet me begin by briefly deseribing what bE mean 
by cultural inventions. 

Human cultures invent wavs of thinking about human 
berngs. Fhatis, they invent roles to whieh given types of 
people are assigned, regardless of individual variation 
within the (ypes. Pwo illustrations will help to support and 
clarity this notion. 

First, different culaires have different ways of thinking 
about the same biological kroupings. For example, how 
old people are thought about depends on their cultural 
membership. In Chinese soctety-old people are objects of 
reverence and vespeet. In American society they aré often 
Viewed ay useless and as aesthetically nnappealing. Cer- 
tainly there are fewer advantages to growing old) in 

~ America thaaein China. The traditional Eskimo view of old 
people is a rather estreme one. Among the Eskimos, old 
people have traditionally been expected to commit suicide 
voluntarily so as not to be a burden on the community, 


This exan l au iNus s ) at dif) ae : ; 
example dramatically iHustrates the point that dif? ‘S open-ended conceptualization of sex role and identity, 


ferent cultures jnvent different Ways of thinking about the 
same kinds of people, whether those people be biologically 
old, biologically young, biologically male, or biologically 
female. 


A second supa for the notien that roles are cultural 
inventions can be fod by looking at the same culture at 


two different points in time. Basic changes in information, 
technology. social organization, or economies often 
-cWainge the way a particular culture views a certain group. 
For example, American culture has reinvented its way of 
thinking about young children in the last twenty vears. 
Early childhood specialists used to define young children 
primarily as social-emotional beings «without any signifi- 
cant intellectual resources or needs. However, since the 
widespread acceptance of Piaget's theory, all of us have 
given intellectual development a central place in our con- 
ception of young children. In fact, it has become a central 
part of our thinking about their emerging sex identities as 
well, as we shall see below in discussing Kohlberg’s ideas 
about sex-role socialization. The point here is that new and 
persuasive information about early childhood has required 
us tO reinvent our way of thinking about. young children, 
that is, to modify our perception of the young child's role 
in its social and physical milieu. Young children are 


biologically unchanged. What has changed is our way of 


thinking about them. 


Similarly, sex role is a cultural invention. It is a way of 


thinking about biological males-and females. It is also a 
way of telling biological males females how they 
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Should dank about therpseltes or, 
what they are. 

If we can accept the proposition thatsex roles a cultural. 
invention, Be. a set of ideas about biolopieal males and 
fomales, then one kev to understanding “socaheation for 
sev tole differentiation,” the ttle of this paper. as to ex: 
amine the ideas we have about males and tenes, the 
origin of these ideas tn human development, and how these 
ideas can be reinvented. Ud ihe to speak brretly to each of 
these points, 


to putt most siniply, 


Kirst, Pl review the mayor Western theories of sex-role 


difterentiation. These are the most) prototypical sum 


maries, collectively, of out ideas about sex role. [nthe case 
of one theory, psychoanalysis, we have an important 


origin as well as summary of these ideas. Incidentally, it 
‘Should be mentioned that the theories themselves are 


cultura} inventions, thatis, ways of thinking about people 
and, on a second level of abstraction, ways of thinking 
about ways of thinking about people. 

After reviewing these major theories, Pll close the paper 
by discussing several dimensions of human existence and 


eNperience which the theories have essentially ignored. My 


position is thatour ways of thinking about the sexes can be 


reinvented only through the systematic incorporation’ of 


these neglected dimensions into a more comprehensive and 


The three basic Western theories of sex-role differentia 
Gon are developmental and social- psychological in nature, 
Psychoanalytic theory is primarily a description of the 
emotional organization of sex identity. Social-learning 
theory describes the behavioral aud social organization of 
sex identity. Cognitive-developmental theory is addressed 
to the intellectual organization of sex identity. Let me 
review briefly what each theory or family of theories Says 
about sex-role socialization and differentiation. 

Psychoanalysis began more as a theory of differentia- 
tion than of socialization, although later theorists such as - 
Karen Horney (1967) and Talcott Parsons (1955) did much 
to translate the basic Freudian psychodynamic system into 
a sociodynamic one. But let’s start with Ffeud’s version. 


For Freud, sex-role acquisition was anchored in two key 
- developmental events: 


the early attachment between 
mother and child and the Oedipal complex. 

According to Freud the infant views the mother primar- 
ily as a love object, and only secondarily as an identifica- 
tion object. That is, the infant operates on the formula 
that *‘] love my mother’’ rather than ‘tl am like my 
mother.”’ But to love is to be active, and, in Freud's view,’ 
activity is a property of masculinity. Accordingly, infant 
males and females shag ga ealy “*masculine’’ approach to 
the world. It is only with the second developmental event 
that their psychological differentiation takes a mark@d 
form. At four or five years of age children discover that 
one kind of child, the boy, has a penis and the other kind 
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of child, the girl, does not iaave one Phe discovery of tts 
anatonneal discrepaney leads to the castration complen. 

Bot pirls the complex tikes the form of “penis envy" 
and propels Chemiinte the Oedipal pertod. Phis second ma 
jor developmental event poses a number of difficult tasks 
for the girl, She must teanstorm: her pens envy ito 
desire fora baby (called by Bread’ the pens child’’); ste 
must switeh her love object front mother to fathers change 
her mother trom a love object to an identification object: 
and displace her new found libidinal attachment from the 
father toa future esogamous male, 

As pottraved by Freud, then, female development is a 
difficult path othe voung female starts as “masculine,” 
discovers she has lost her masculinity through a fantasied 
loss of pens, and then must reverse her phathe develop 
mental direction to accept Vaginal fenuimiiity. Phas last step 
is accomplished only with great ditticulty, delaying resolu. 
tion of the Oedipal conthet and adequate superego fort 
ton, He also results in many women telumnag what bread 
calls a phallic component of masculine striving in thei per- 
sonality and seviality. 

Tha develapment of masculine indentusy, however, is 
much simpler. For boys the castration comples takes the 
form of Vcastration anyietw and propels then out of the 
Oedipal penod. Castration anxiety, te, the fear of losing 
one's penis, motivates the bev to sublimate the erotic com: 
ponent of tis love for the mother, although he retains her 
as atove abject. [talso motivates a defensive identification 
with the father. Thus, the boy keeps his mother’s love, 
subverts his father’s aggression, gains’ the father as an 
identification object, and saves his penis. Phe boy starts as 
masculine in his early orientation to the mother, discovers 
that he still has hts penis, tee, his masculinity, and does 
What is necessary to retain his penis by internalizing pater- 
nal prohibitions against sexuality. The typical boy's ee 
opment of masculine identity, as deseribed by Freud, is t 
complex than the typical girl’s development of feminine 
identity. Free of the need to undergo major developmental 
transformations, male development is rather straightfor- 
ward and less likely to include deviant components. 

It was from fofmulations such as these that Freud devel- 
oped the ‘Anatomy ty Destiny’ principle, one which is 
sul widely accepted by Westérn society, although our 
commitment toit becomes mare sentimental and less. oper- 
ational with each passing season. The paradox in Freud's 
theory is that both male.and female destiny is a function of 
male anatomy, that is, the highly valued penis. Female 
destiny is determined less by present female anatomy than 
by absent male anatomy. 

Thus, for Freud, the, standard masculine character is 
assertive, active, stratghtforward, and well developed mor- 
ally. The female character is passive, receptive, and nur- 
turant when healthy; and ambivalent, conflicted, full of 
masculine striving and underdeveloped morally when 
unhealthy. These are the cultural inventions of Freud's 
theory, that is. the ideal types which the theory expects 
biological males and females to approximate. .) 

There have been rather drastic reformulations of 
Freud's interpretation by other analysts, particularly by 
Melanie Klein and Karen Horney. Klein (1928) sharply 
reversed Freud's phallocentric anatomical speculations 
ang-devised a few of her own. Klein postulated the mother 
as primarily an identification object and secondarily a love 
object, Thus, the first identification of boys and girls is 
feminine. mot masculine. This leads’ to the boy feeling 
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subsequent envies more keenly than the part He Pe breast 
euvy, wornb envy (because he cannot bear children), anda 
renenib envy oof the baste substince and: coutents of the 
mother’s body. Dike Prend, Klein retained the baste notion 
that human personality and sex identity are grounded in 
anatomy. But her anatonneal reference point was the 
mother’s body (female amitomy), tather than the father’s 
body (aiale anataniy). 


Hhorney (1967) brought wamore positive ghd culturatly 
relativistic interpretation to the Anatom is) Destiny’ 
formula. She postulated that girls have pens cnvy and 
boys have breast envy. But rather than viewing these envies 
as predisposing to psychopathology, she saw them as 
predisposing children to attraction to the charaetenstes of 
the opposite sex. Forney also stressed the importance of 
cultural factors an the formation of sex identity. Her 
climead practice led her to invoke the status arrangements 
of the sexes in society as a central part of ‘tfeminine 
psychology” Fhe problems she noticed in her female pa- 
Uents, Leo, passivity, masochism, and fechnugs of inferior 
itv, were viewed as reflections of the inferior social status 
assigned to women, rather than as anatomically based. Eber 
culturalist persuasion ultimately forced her to break with 
Freud, while Klein's contiming conmittment to anatomy: 
enabled her to remain in the Freudian camp. 

What has been the legacy of psychoanalytic theory? dt 
has left us with several claborate ways of thinking about. 
human males and females; and it has attached the emo- 
tional values of psychological health and illness to these 
ways of thinking, thus making them remarkably resistant 
fo change. As oaoset of ideas about men and women, 
psychoanalytic theory has had an extraordinarily: conser- 
vative influence, despite the revisionist efforts of analysts 
like Horney and Klein. Although its purpose, as a theory 
of human psychology, was to deseribe what ts as a mental 
health enterprise, itended up prescribing what ought to be. 


Let me now move to thé second major Western theory of 
sex-role socialization and differentiation. Social-learniny 
theory makes two basie assumptions about the devélop- 
ment of sex identity, First, sex roles are culturally deter- 
mined. They vary from culture to culture and, as far as the 


_ theory is.concerned, they are essentially independent of 


biology andor anatomy. The second assumption is that 
the chitd /eurns his or her culturally preseribed sex role. It 
does not emerge dynamically from the child’s anatomical 
substrate. Socitklearning theory, then, is more a theory of 
sex-role socialization and less a theory of ses-role differen- 
tiation (see Bandaur and Walters, 1963; Mischel; 1966, 
1970). , 

According to sovial-learning theory there are two basic 
processes which govern the learning of one’s role: rein- 
forcement and modeling. The first process describes how 
children adopt the behavior of one sex over the other as a 
result of differential reinforcement. Society responds dif- 
ferently to many behaviors according to the sex of the child 
behaving. Boys and girls soon recognize that positive or 
negative social response to a’elass of behaviors is con- 
thhgent upon their gender. Although they perform many of 
the same behaviors, they often do so with different fre- 
quencies or in different situations. In some few areas the 
discrepanty between boys” and girls’ behavior frequencies 
may be extreme and cross-situational. In behavioral do- 
mains where the societal insistence on sex typing is less 
rigorous, the frequencies may be indistinguishable, and sex 
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differences may be manifest onty in the way belnaviorsane 
patterned, rf etal. 

Phe second baste process for learning one’s sex pole is 
through modeling, te. the tendeney for chitdtena tonnitel 
their behaviors to those of avathible models. Behavioral 
Matching covers a continuum ranging from) direct imita 
von of modeled bahavior: through disinhibition, Leo, ex. 


pressing behavior which belongs to the same generat 


category as modeled behavior; to countenmitation and in 
hibition, that is, not behaving like a model does, 

Anyone can be a model. altuagh the most common 
models tend co bea child's parents, other important adults 
(e.g. teachers), friends and agemates, and media per- 
sonatities. What oainakes a model effective has not been 
definitively determined, but there secs to be a rough con 
sensus thatan effective model fas these characteristics: (1) 
availability, (2) status or power, (3X) perceived similarity - 
this explains the tendeney for children to adopt siume-sex 
models, although the tendency is stronger for boys than 
for girls, (4) nurturante or friendliness, and (5) whether the 
model's behavior is rewarded or punished. A sixth charac: 
teristiv of an effective model, TP would suspect, although 


the Hterature does not make much of this, is that an aduft 


* present himself or herself a 


@ 


sa model fo the child. Uhis 
Presentation of self, accompanied by contingent reinforce: 
ment, can be’ a powerful combination for learning, 
especially if the presenting person has several of the other 
characteristics of an effective model, eg. status and 
sinuilarity. rt 


Itis, then, through the sBrematic presentation of same- 
sex models, backed up by direct Instruction, expectations, 
and contingent reinforcement, that boys and girls adopt, 
respectively, male and female behavior repertoires, Social- 
learning theory itself is essentially content free: it simply 
describes the principles whereby ‘behaviors are learned. 
The models and behaviors typed as masculine or feminine 
are determined by social consensus, not by theory. Thus 
the theory, unlike psychoanalytic theory, does not specify 
what sex roles ought to be, only the processes whereby they 
come into being. Children adopt those sex roles which are 
systematically presented to them, regardless of the 
culturally determined form of content of the roles. 

Our society, fora variety of reasons, seems less able now 
than in the past to systematically present sex roles to boys 
and girls. The whole process of gultural transmission of sex 
roles is becoming rather unsyst¢matic, Thus, it is common 
for children to respond to many sex-role models, some of 
which conflict with others, No child is a replica of any one 
model but-is, among other things, a dynamic blending of 
the full range of available models to which he or she at- 
tends. : ' 

A final Point about social- jeanne theory is that, asa 
cultural invention, it approaches a kind of chameleon pur- 
ity. As culture reinvents itself, 
power to predict behavior is completely dependent upon 
the frequencies and conditions under which behaviors are 
perceived to occur in human society. As society changes, 
presumably reinforcement contingencies oy Sa charac- 
teristics of available models change. When These change, 
the sex-role outcomes predicted by social-learning theory 
change accordingly. 

The third major Western theory I'd like to discuss is 
cognitive-developmental theory. This theory makes the 
assumption that social and physical concepts are struc- 
turally parallel, Thus the acquisition of sex-role concepts 
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the theory is reinvented —its. 


. COHCEPL. 


~ donat children do not have gender constancy. 


“adhd invariant anatomical characteristic. 


follows the same cogumlive rules as the acquisitiant of any 
Using this as his starting pont, TD awrence 
Kohlberg has argued rather persuasively that, if Piaget's 
theory aecunately describes the development of physical 
concepts, such as conservation of weight and volume, then 
the same theoreteal principles must desenibe the develop: 
ment of sacial concepts, such as sex identity. Kohlberg hats 
iivented the notion of gender conxtaney as the sex-role 
analogue of Piaget's cartier theoretical invention, widely 
Known as physical conservation (see Kohlberg, 19665 
Kohlberg and Zigler, 1967; Kohlberg and Ultian, 1975), 

Vo be able to conserve a physical property, according to 
Piaget, means that one must be able to recognize that a 
EVEN property remains invariant despite changes in other 
perceptually related properties. Phus. a cat remains a cat, 
evant a dog's mask is puton it. [fs Scatness’ remains un- 
changed, although its appearance may change. This is an 
exanple of qualitative or generic conservation. Similarly; 
the amount of clay ina ball remains the same even if one 
drastically alters ifs appearance by flattening it into a pan- 
cake. This is an example of quantitative conservation. [n 
parallel fashion, a girl remains a girl, even if she puts ona 
boy's clothes, plays boys’ games, or temporarily allows’ 
herself to be called by a boy's name. The reason for this is 
that one’s gender is an anatomical invariant, which does 
not change even though more superficial indicators of 
gender may vary. Phis is an example of ‘social conserva- 
Hon” or, more specifically, what Kohlberg cally gender 
constaney, . 

* According Co cognitive-developmental theory, preopera- 
That is, they 
can be tricked into thinking that one’s gender is a funetion 
of irrelevant criteria like clothing, behavior, games, ete., 

ecause they donot yet understand that gender is, a fixed 
Thus cognitive- 
developmental theory attempts to explain sex-role ac- 
quisition in terms of cognitive niaturation, It describes 
how sex iderttity is cognitively organized by voung human 
beings, just as psychoanalytic and social-learning theories, 
respectively, purport #o explain how sex identity is emo- 
tronally and socially ptganized by children, , 

The foregoing raises a developmental question: how 
does the child arrive at gender constancy? That is, how do 
girls take on a constant identity as girls and boys a constant 
identity as boys? Kohlberg views sex-role differentiation as 
beginning at birth with the assignment of a gender label to 
the child—the infant is designated as a ‘‘boy” or a ‘‘girl.”” 
The first developmental period is characterized by the 
child's inability to consistently apply the appropriate 
gender label to oneself and others. This inability, however, 
is accompanied by an increasing recognition that gender 
label is an important human descriptor. This period lasts 
until about three years of age. 


_The second period is entered when the child learns and 
accepts the gender label applied to him or her and can use 
it with consistent accuracy. At this point the label becomes 


an important cognitive organizer of personal and social 


reality, because, agtording to Kohlberg, gender is the only 
fixed aspecy of the child’s identity. Kohlberg maintains 
that the child does nor learn masculine or feminine prefers 
ences through exposure to male or female models or as a 
result of differential reinforcement contingencies; but that 
children actively select models and selectively attend to 
reinforcements as a result of their sex-role preferences. 
Thus Kohlberg’s invention is a complete reversal of the 
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social learning tormuha Phe reversal is grounded) in the 
postulation of render tdenuity asa key oben Of realy 
for the child. Onee the assmmed vender Label ts accepted, 
the child assumes prime responsibility for his er her sex 
rote soctahizauen. Macceby and lacklin call this phenome 
Hon “self secrthzahon’” (POT Vos Ios), 

The boy, tor example, dees net want too be masculine 
heeatise he is reinforced ter masculine betavior, but he 
Vinds imasculine behavior itself remforeimp because it. ts 
consistent With) hisemenrgmi eender identiey. as a inate 
Gurls, however, do not seem to find feminine behavior ays 
rewarding, thus tarhng to cooperate with Rohtbere's 
theory. Enferestingly cnough, he explains this away by 


Staining that sex mendity a C Of Gd CORMIEIVE process’ 


for bovs and more of a soctublnutation precess tor vids. 
Vhis isa bit embarrassing to the theory, but it does sas 
something tyr the mnitedligence of the voung eint that she is 
hot prepared to cognitively chibrace an cdencity which os 
transparently inferior even in the eves of voung childien 

Phe third: stage is entered when fhe child achieves till 
gender constaney. Phis occurs around the onset ef con: 
crete operational thmking. Onee children realize thea 
gender ts fived in anatomy and net subject to Che vaearies 
of dress, behavior, gamies, ete... the coenitive precondition 
for a reduetion in stereotyped thinking has emerged. Ster- 
cOtVpes are Necessary to preoperational childten because 
they confirm their unstable gender identity, and they con- 
form to their relatively crude way of classifying reahry. 
With increasing cogmitive sophistication, however, chil: 
dren adopt aimuch more claborate grasp of the extensive 
and intensive properties of class and a diminished reliance 
on stereotyped thinking. 

Gender-constant children differentiate between the sexes 
on the basis of vemtal anatomy. Hf appropriately socialized 
at this point, they are prepared soe to differentiate between 
the sexes on other, irrefevane grounds, such as behavior or 
dress. Kohlberg’s theory is often nusinterpreted: ays mean- 
ing exactly the opposite of this. But, despite popular 
misconceptions,’ the consolidation ot gender constaney 
does not imply consolidation of stereotyped thinking. On 
the contrary, Kohlberg sees thas a necessary but not sutti- 
cient condition to developing bevond stereotyped thinking. 

As a way of looking at the sev role, cormitive-develop- 
mental theory offers Wo important insights. First, it gives 
us an idea of how sex identity is cognitively 
organvved—no small outcome, since an adaptive peculiar: 
ity of the human species is its remarkable intelligence. In 
retrospect Eis amazing how little attention had been given 
to the way people conceptualized themselves as males and 
females prior to the introduction of Kohlberg’, theory. 
Obviously, people think about sex role, sex identity, and 
sex differences, but prior to Kohlberg, there had been no 
systematic attempt to understand the intricacies of this 
self-evident phenomenon. Second, Kohlbere’s theory rec- 
Ognizes the child’ Sactive initiative in sex-role socialization. 
Psychoanalytic theory traps the child in) anatomy, and 
social-learning theory portrays children as ‘essentially 
passive recipients of social input. Unlike these other 
theories, cognitive-developmental theory posits the child as 
an active, Curious, acquisitive creature, albeit one whose 
imagination is constrained by the laws of cognitive devel- 
‘opment. 

Before leaving Kohlberg’s theory it should be mentioned 
that itis not the best possible invention for understanding 
= sex identity is cogmitively Organized. There is one ma- 
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TOE Tedsout for this, ai ile deeounts, or one should: sav ut 
fads FO aecoume, for at deast lalt the Varkidee of whit the 
theotys pinperts to esplam. Since the theory tars to ae 
count tor the COR TTA C OlPdlidtion of female sex rele 
identiny, tasconly Half an ivention. bn this Tespeect, it tas 
rood company i psvehoanals te theory. bread timisclt ae 
mitted trom time fo tive that “feminine psrvcholory, as at 
was then called, puveled hint great; he referred to fennale 
sex identity as. a dark continent tor psvcholory? (L926: 
2b) and as Cveded in an impenetrable obscurity (bods: 
ESE). banest Tones (LOSS: 468) reports that bread: once 
remarked toa Mane Bonaparte: Phe 
question that has never been answered and which 

Hot vet been able to 
teseatch tito the 
want”? 


collearuc, wheat 
have 
despitet ny WhWtN Vedas af 


sonliss What decs a woman 


auswer, 
temuiuine 


Our mest important theories about sex differentiation, 
then, leave much te be desired. Most of us already Know 


g that the sex roles themselves are not particularly useful 


wavsof thinking about the sexes, but this review of the mae 
tor Western theories of sex-role socialization indicates that 
we do not even have useful wavs of thinking about the sex 
roles. Not only mist we invent new wavs of thinking about 
the sexes, but apparendy we must abso invent new ways of 
thinking about the new inventions. 

At this point EP wish | eould offer a fully developed alter: 
native way of thinking about the sexes, but dm alr, aid | 
cannot, In ity pltee, however, | would like to mention 
several considerations Which would have to go inte the tne 
vention of a new theory (or theories) of sex-role sociiliza- 
tion. 

The established earies focus on individnat ontogenele 
development to the exclusion of larger cultural and histor: 
ileal considerations. The aicro-environment of mother- 
child dyad. family and immediate life space. is undemably 
important in the individual's development: but a fully 
formed theory of sex-role acquisition must recognize the 
macro-enviranment of cultural and historie content. 
Changes in technology. information, economics, and basic 
modes of social organization Renerate new norms against 
which one’s behavior is evaluated by society and oneself. 
This historical-cultural dimension is almost totally ignored 


by the three major theories described above 


The established theories also have a bias toward static or 


- equilibrated umits of personality and development, such as 


traits, habits, and stages. This sort of bias leads to the 
reification of ideal types, norms, and end points in 
development, as though human life were more a stasis than 
a process. In fact the process of being human normatively 
involves inconsistency, conflict, asynchrony, change, and 
disequilibrium. Moreover, these are mat necessarily ex- 
Perienced as subjectively painful or abnormal, but are 
often viewed as refreshing or very much a part of day-to- 
day living. To describe these process variables as either de- 
Viant or transitional is to describe away most of human ex- 
Perience and development. In the last few vears a small 
body of dialectic thought on sex identity has appeared. At 
Present it is insufficiently developed, but it has begun to 
recognize the normative reality of dialectic tension in 
human growth and experience (e.2., Hefner, Rebecea, and 
Oleshansky, 1975). 

A third consideration, closely related to the previous 
one, is the reciprocally active posture of the person and the 
person’s environment. Growing children have a mutually 
constructive and antagonistic relationship with their envi- 
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ronment, a dincaon Winebois given insufficient recogm 
tron by psychoanalvne and sociallearting theones, both 
of which are “drive redachon’ tonmulations. Cogmtive 
developmental theary as less negligent in this respect, 
although it seems to overstate the acttyve role of the mate 
child and understate the female child's degree of activity 
Viseaevis heir respective environments, EE it wert to take a 
genuinely inferacdve view of female sewrole acquisition, 
cognitive-developmental theery would have considerably 
less difficulty explaining its own findings. 

The major existing theories also tend to view sex-role 
development as restricted to childhood and adolescence. 
Thus, a fourth consideration in theory building would be 
the incorporation of the total life span. Although develop 
ment throughout the life span has received increasing 


_Tecogmition by general personality theorists in the last 


several vears, it has barely scratched the surface of out 
thinking about sex cole and identity. 

A final consideration for the invention of new theory 
would bethe recognition of phiralism: in sex identity. Phe 
established theories are based on the impligit assumption 
that there are only (wo ‘normal’ sex roles and that de- 


‘partores from these are cither deviant on isuafticnently fre 


quent fo merit serous attention. Pins is an extraordinitnaly 
ligyted and hmitng assumption. New theory would have 
to address sex identity as a patterned configuration of 
shifting components, processes, and situations. Tt would 
have te cabandon the assumption that two biological 
gehotypes necessarily dictate (wo polarized cultaral pheno. 
types. 

In the absence of these several considerations, most past 
and present research on sex differences must be viewed 
avith skepheism. Phe wrong questions continue to be 
asked, and after decades of confusing answers, one hats to 
conclude that social scientists ask the same tired questions 
and tavoke the same established theories themselves. [tis 
difficult to imagine any other area of scientific inquiry 
which has remained as doggedly insensitive to the chaotic 
findings generated by its own cherished hypotheses. EC is 
time tooinvent new hypotheses, new questions, and new 
theoretical perspectives on sex role. Or. fo put it more 
simply, if is time to invent new wavs of thinking about the 
SENGS. 
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